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md H E fee; Performance 
1 was really, what it is Jaid 70 
I he, a Letter to 4 Friend, in- 
8 1555 Ne for private Peruſal. But | 
Es having farther communicated it 70 e- 
veral others, whoſe Fudgment I have — 
great Reaſon to value, I met with the 
5 concurr ing Advice of all 70 commit it 
ꝛ50 the Preſs. I mention this 10 excuſe 5 
' the Familiarity of Style which may © 
Fer baps appear in it, and which Proba 
bly had not been indulged, had it been 
: Siotngth deſigned for publick View : 
Mot that I am ſenſible 125 any impro- 
per Liberty has been taken with Dr. 
Middleton, which might need any Abo- 
Jogy; be has himſelf ſet a Pattern of 


treating great Men and their Opinions „ | 
with the utmoſt Freedom, and has no | 
Reaſon 70 complain, if his own Exam- 5 
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5. 115. L. 20. For Opinion read Opinions. 


PREFACE. 


1 has in this Reſpe&t been lined. - 


i Regard 70 Truth, and a Defire of 


propagating it in Oppoſit tion to that 


which appears to us to be a dangerous 


Error, he will allow to be juſtiflable 
and laudable ; 7. and I will not ſcruple to 
own that I am apprebenſive of worſe 
| Conſequences from his State of the Caſe, 
| however intended, than he can be from 
the former Regard paid to the Teſti- 
mony of the Primitive Fathers. The © 
8 eſtion : is important, and I have des 
evered my Sentiments upon it with Sin- 
cerity and Earneftneſs. The World. 
Has a Right to judge of the 7 alidity * 
the Arguments, and will not I hs 
find a Defecs of that Sort ſupplied 4 5 
4 9 * bard Names. 3 
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Page 103. Line 10. For ingenuous read ingenious. e 


P. 123. L. 10, For ſleir read thee 
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| bad you x now, „ according to 
5075 2 05 Promiſe, my Opinion at 
ES large of Dr. Middleton” s Per- 
IJ; 8 formance. His Hitrodluctory 
> Diſcourſe has been conſi- 
: Sgews dercd by others, and I ſhall 
4 confine my Remarks to his Preface and the 
Inquiry itſelf, which he has lately preſented us 


with. The former is calculated to prepoſſeſs 


me Reader in his Favour though I muſt own, 
that Self-Commendation, and an abuſive Repre- 
| ſentation of Perſons in a a ifferent Sentiment, 
do not biaſs me in Favour of any Author. 
His own Nature” he tells you, (Y. LON I 
frank and open, and warmly diſpoſed to ſeek 


=, and ſpeak the Truth.” His Opinions are like- 


4 wiſe diſintereſted, for, in his own clegant Phraſe, 


OE. { he was never trained to pace in the Tram- 
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c mels of the Church,” and therefore owns. 


that he © is not fo ſcrupulous perhaps in Re- 
© gard to the Conſequences of what he has 
advanced, as many of his Profeſſion are apt 
* to be.” The profeſſed Intent of his Inqui- 
ry is © an honeſt and diſintereſted View of 

1 5 freeing the Minds of Men from an invete- 
rate Impoſture, which, through a long Suc- 

* ceſſion of Ages, has diſgraced the Religion 

« of the Goſpel,” (þ. 31.) and the Means f 
doing this uſeful Service to Mankind is by 
ſhewing that © the ancient Fathers were ex- 

„ gemely. credulous | and ſuperſtitious, and 

(  ſcrupled no Art or Means to propagate their 
55 Opinions. This Argument, he tells you, 

LT 0 the greateſt Importance to the Pro- 

. teſtant Religion, and the ſole Expedient, 
© which can effectually ſecure it from being 

5 * gradually undermined and finally ſubver id : 

_ * by the Efforts of Rome,” (p. 3.) and to in- 

” fluence farther the Judgment of others, we 
are aflured, that his Performance has already. -} 
« every where received the general Approba- 
« tion of thoſe whoſe Authority he chiefly - 
e © values.” After this Account of his own _ 
excellent Qual. ifications for this Work, and his 


extraordinary Succeſs in it, let us next view his 
5 Account of thols, who are e likely to appear _ 


. 


3 


6. 


N 


8 eſted Politicians,” 


1 


againſt him. The Oppoſition to it is OW ing 
"Wo Prejudice, Bigottry, and Superſtition,” 
 (þ. 2.) His Adverſaries © fight for Pay, and 
through a blind Beferener to Authority 5 
« think the Credibility of a Witneſs ſufficient 
to evince the Certainty of all Facts indiffer- 
ently, whether natural or ſupernatural, pro- 
e bable or impr obable, knowing no Diſtinction 
5 between Faith and Credulity,” (P. 5.) and 
again they are deſcribed under the Character of 
e flerce Bigots, e Zealots, and inter- 
5 P. 8.) The Charge lies 
both againſt their Honeſty and their Underfland- 
ing, and is the. very ſame Declamation that 
5  Infidels uſe againſt the Defenders of Revela- 
tion. But if Providence has joined our Intereſt 
and Duty, why ſhould it be an Impeachment 
of the Truth of any Doctrine, or of the Hnte- 
grity of the Advocates for it, that it is an ze 
Bd and 5% table Doctrine? The ee if 
5 carried on, would end in A. Heiſin, , for ſurely 
we ate ſtrongly intereſted | in the Belief of a 
4 Deity. But though | it is no Objection to a real 
Truth, that it is likewiſe a ſerviceable one, yet 
1 would be hard to ſhew, in this Caſe, how _ 
dhe Defenders of the primitive Miracles are pars 5 
8 ticularly intereſted | in this Article, eſpecial] y if, 
as this Author aſſerts, the Denial of thew no 
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Way affects the F aith of Hiſtory, and is the 1 
only Support of Proteſtantiſm. Beſides, if we 


were diſpoſed to make Reprizals, we might 


obſerve, that Diſappointment and Renee 
work as ſtrongly on Mens Minds as Proſpects 
and Expectations, and do as much biaſs their 
| Judgments i in the Scarch after Truth. But, af- 
ter all, the Merits of the Cauſe depend not on 
ſuch Inſinuations, and it is an unworthy Art in 
this Writer to prepoſſeſs his Readers with ſuch _ 
a Notion of the mercenary Views of his Op- 
poſers. If his Arguments are clcar and con- 
vincing, they do not need ſuch Prepoſſeſſions; 
if they are weak and inconcluſive, thoſe Pre- 
poſſeſſions will not frengthen them. 8 
_ cced therefore to the Point in ( Queſtion, which 
is thus ſtated. | . 


Jueſtion, concerning the 


«© The preſent 


« Reality of the miraculous Powers X the 
0 primitive Church, depends on the joint Cre- 
dibility of the Facts, pretended to have 
been produced by thoſe Powers, and of the 
«© Witneſſes who atteſt them. If either Part 
« be infirm, their Credit mult ſink in Pro- 
portion; and if the Facts eſpecially be in- 
credible, muſt of Courſe fall to the Ground, 1 
*© becauſe no Force of Teſtimony can alter 
. the Nature of Things,” ( (þ. 9.) If the Mean- 
ing of this be, that no Teſtimony can make 
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Fu cd to became Truth, it may readily be 
allowed; but this is a Diſcovery {carce worthy 


the Pomp of the Introduction, or the Name 


of the Author; nor has it any Relation to the 
preſent subject. But if the Meaning be, that 
no Teſtimony can be ſufficient to prove, that 


the Nature of Things may be altered, that is, 
_— that the eſtabliſhed Laws of N ature can at any 


185 Time be over-ruled or reverſed, this is a De- 


dlaration againſt the Poſſibility of all Miracles, ID 
and would invalidate the T eſtimony of the 


Apoſtles as well as of the Pr 1mitive Chriſtians, 


PD Yet I ſcarce know how to underſtand in any 


other Senſe the following Sentence, which is 


| * brought nas: explanatory 'of- the former. 
e "Te. Teſtimony of Facts, as it is offered to 


© our Senſes, in this wonderful Fabric and 
« Conſtitution of Things, may properly be 


cc 


„„ carries with it the ſureſt Inſtruction in all 
5 4 Caſes and to all Nations, which 1 in the ordi- 
Ee 155 nary Courſe of his Providence he has thought : 


ee fit to appoint for the Conduct of human 
Life,” (p. 10.) The ſaving Clauſe here i in- 


* 


et 


TE ſerted ſeems to me to deſtroy the whole : 
tent of this choice Collection of Words. The 
. Fabrick of the World may be called the Teſti- 


5 mony of God in the erdinary Courſe of his 
5 Providence, 


called the Teſtimony of God himſelf; as 


I 6 I 


Providence, but for that Reaſon it is not the 


ſureſt Inſtruction in all Caſes, that i is, not in 
extraordinary ones, which is the Caſe in View 
before us. I ſhould imagine the Meaning of 
this Sentence to be, that the Evidence of the 
known Courſe of Nature was ſtronger than any 
Evidence could be of the Reverſal of it; 
which amounts to a Denial of all ſupernatural 
Works. I would not charge this as the po- 
ſitive Deſign of the Aathor, ſince it is incon-. 
tent with his Conccflions in other Places; Y 
but I may obſerve, that one, who has his 
Command of Words, might ſpeak clearly if 
he pleaſed ; - and that in this Caſe his Argu- 
ment cannot be cleared of Tmpertinence or 1 5 


conſiſtency. If he meant, that the eſtabliſhed | 


| Courſe of Nature is a ſtanding Proof of an 


Author of Nature, this 1s true, but nothing to 


his Purpoſe; if he meant, that no T eſtimony 


of an Interruption of it can be equal to ſuch 


2 Point, this is much to his Purpoſe, but is in | 
Itſelf falſe and unchriſtian. 


Next to this obſcure and unmeaning Obie&ion 2 


concerning the Tncredibility of all ſapernaturalEfl-. 
fects in themſelves, he proceeds to an Obſerva- 
tion, which, if true, was certainly likely to prove 
to the Advantage of his Cauſe ; namely, that 


2 N of Credit be duc to the Church-Hiſto- 
lane 
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ce rjans in this Caſe, it muſt reach either to all 
© or none,” (p. 16.) the Conſequence of which 
would be, that if he could diſprove any one 
1 gy of this Kind, the reft muſt fall with 
But we may well inquire, why this muſt 
195 158 be ſo? There is a plain and obvious Rea- 
on Why it ſhould be otherwiſe. If the Power 


of Miracles was known to be frequent in the 


Church, it was caſy to foreſee, that wicked 
Men would take Advantage of this to obtrude 
falſe Pretenſions upon the World; and that 
good Men, who knew the Truth of ſome ſu- 
% pernatural Interpoſitions, might, upon leſs Exa- 

dination, admit the Appearances of it in other 

Caſes. But, ſays he, © the Characters of the 


6 Perſons atteſting, and the Nature of Things 
© atteſted, were of equal Force in all Ages as 


« in one.” (ibid.) If this were entirely fo, 
yet the Occaſon of the Interpoſition, by a Mi- 
racle, might be one Circumſtance of great Im- 
portance in the Determination of a wiſe Man's 
Aſſent; and this certainly was not the fame in 
"ll Inſtances. But neither is it true, that the 
Characters of the Perſons atteſting, or that the 
Nature of the Things atteſted, were of equal 


. Force in all Ages as in one. Though WE 


ſhould allow the equal Fidelity of the Poſt- 


Nicene as of the Ante-Nigene Fathers, yet a 
| Succeſſion 


[8] 


Succeſſion of Miracles: for three kde | 


Years might probably have inclined the latter 


to more Credulity in Facts which they related 


upon the Report of others. Neither is the 


Nature of the Things atteſted the fame. The 
former ſpeak of a conſlant, a frequent Exerciſs 
1 leaſt, of miraculous Powers reſiding among 

them. The latter atteſt particular Facts, 
which, if true, were undoubtedly ſupernatural. 
But this makes a great Difference in the Caſe. 
lt ſeems moſt probable that this Power gradus 
f ally decreaſed, and that occaſi onal Miracles for 
: particular Purpoſes laſted much longer than 
what may be ſtrictly called zhe Age of Mira- 
cles. When therefore this Writer inſiſts on 
aſcertaining the preciſe Duration of them, 
. 17. ) he inſiſts on a Point not at all neceſ- „ 
fary in itſelf to the Queſtion before us; but 
which may be determined d:ferently by thoſe I 
who believe the main Article. He knows that 
the moſt general Opinion is, that they ceaſed 
95 upon the Civil Eſlabliſpment of Chriſtianity; 
and yet, probably, many wonderful Works 
were afterwards wrought for ſome great Ends 


and Reaſons. 


His own Aunt: of he Deſign of thoſe a 
Miracles that he does admit, namely, thoſe of 
: Chriſt and his Apoſtles, may obviate many 
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825 deſigned to be erected upon it, and, by an 
invincible Courage, had conquered the firſt 
0" and: principal Difficulties, and planted 
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: of his own Infinuations. He allows it to be a 
« Poftulatum, which all will grant, that they 


laſted as long as they were neceſſary to the 
Church,” (p. 11.) And his own profeſſed 


Opinion is, that they were given © to enable 


<« "ihe firſt Preachers more eaſily to over-rule 


« the inveterate Prejudices both of the Jews 
and Gentiles, and to bear up againſt the diſ- 
couraging Shocks of popular Rage and Per- 


cc. 


« ſecution.---But when they had laid a Foun- 


= 


dation ſufficient to ſuſtain the great Fabric 


© Churches in all the chief Cities of the 
© Roman Empire, and ſettled a regular Mi- 


« niſtry to ſucceed them in the Government 


of the ſame, 1 it may reaſonably be preſumed, TY 
that as the Benefit of miraculous Powers be- 
gan to be leſs and leſs wanted in Proportion | 


« to the Increaſe of thoſe Churches, ſo the 


"06 


© Uſe and Exerciſe of them began gradually = 


TM to decline ; and as ſoon as Chriſtianity had 


cc 


5 gained an Eſtabliſhment i in every Quarter of 8 
the known World, that they were finally 
withdrawn,” (p. 28, 29.) This is, I think, 
the general Account, only few will Join . ich 95 


| Him in 1 Opinion, that « al this may be 2 


=” * Bought * 


(101 


5 thought 1 to have happened, while fome f 
by the Apoſtles were {till living.” (7bid.) We 

know that the ſevereſt Perſecutions were after | 
the apoſtolical Age, and that the Goſpel was 
far from being received and eſtabliſhed in every 
known Quarter of the World in their Time. 
The Uſe of Miracles in over-ruling the inve- 


terate Prejudices of Gainſayers, and in 
: rengthening the Courage of Believers, Was 


as neceſſary after as before the Death of the 


Apoſtles, and continued to be ſo till the Civil | 
Eſtabliſhment of Religion. But then, ſays 


he, this Argument, © from the unconverted 
State of the Heathen World, would hold 
< with equal Force through all Ages of the 
« World,” (P. 18.) If it be ſo, yet this fol- 


lows as much from his own Account of 8 
dhe Intent of Miracles as from any others; 


ES and is not a Difficulty peculiar to his Oppo- 


ſers. Neither do I ſee any Abſurdity in Gro- 

tius's Opinion (as he has cited it P. 19.) in the 
cautions Manner in which he has {tated it ; Z 
but whether it will be allowed, or not, it 8 


fects not the preſent Queſtion. For the Un- 1 


converted Heathens, in the preſent Age of che 
World, have ſeveral Calls on their Attention, © 


which their Heathen Anceſtors had not at the . 
# F Publication of the Goſpel, Ther may: 


now 


Tr q 
now be informed, that many Nations of the 
moſt refined Under ſtanding, and moſt ! impro- 
ved Learning, have, upon Examination, received 
it; and this may be a proper Preparative and 
Admonition to them to look into the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of the Doctrines, the Excellency of 
the Precepts, and the certain Atteſtation of 


the external Evidence of Chriſtianity. Again, 
the Caſe of the Preachers, and of thoſe to 


. whom they preached, is not only different. * 


this Time from what it was at firſt, but di- 
rectly contrary. The Miſſionaries were then, E 
as to mere human Endowments, mean and zll;- 

rerate, and their propoſed Converts were often 


wiſe and learned; and, without ſupernatural 5 


Gifts, the former had been no Way qualifie 5 
to deal with the latter. Whereas the Caſe at 


preſent is directly otherwiſe. The Ignorance 
5 Pagans, or even of Mahometans, is now ſo 
F proſound, and the whole Compaſs of real 
Learning lies ſo entirely among Chriſtians, 
that their Miffionaries do not need Miracles to 


diſtinguiſn them. Their Improvements i In ti 


2 Works of Nature and of Art, in Aftronom, Y, 


in Mechanicks, in all uſeful Arts and Science 


are conſider able enough | in themſelves to r. 


the Attention of the poor Heathens, and 
been ee applied to chat Pu 
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The Romiſh Fathers of the Miſſion, Hinterer 


Pretence they may ſometimes make to mira- 
culous Powers, have generally taken Care to 
qualify themſelves with ſuch Kinds of Know- 
ledge, and have thereby attracted great Eſtecm 
to themſelves and great Regard to their Doc- 

trines, have obviated thereby. many Excepti- - 
ons which the Philoſophers originally offered 
_ againſt Chriſtianity, and, in many Places, have 
propagated it with good Succeſs. For theſe. 

| Reaſons I cannot think that his Obſervation 
is true, that © the Argument from the un- 
e converted State of the Hcathen World would 8 

hold with equal Force through all Ages of 


. 


the World,“ Miracles do now, for the Rea- | 


ſons aſſigned, ſeem leſs neceſſary in the Point 


of awakening Attention, than they did at the 


original Promulgation and leſs general Recep- 
tion of the Goſpel. We cannot indeed de- 
termine antecedently concerning the Necęſſity 
of Mira acles in ſuch and ſuch particular Caſes, 
but we may ſubſequently offer ſuch Arguments 
for the Propriety of a divine Inter pl. tion, 
where there is due Evidence for it ; though : 
this Author has been pleaſed to confound 5 
| theſe two very different Points, 1 þ. 22. . We 
ſhall readily allow him the Truth of this Ob- 8 
ſervation, and Will him to keep it in conti- 


nual No 
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nual Remembrance, that * it is s raſh and pre- 
* ſumptuous to decide upon the Views and 


4 Motives of the Deity by the narrow Con- 


5 ceptions of human Reaſon.” (i hid.) But 
how will this Charge of Raſhneſs and Pre- 
fſaumptio, 7 be evaded by thoſe, who ſo often 
_ preſume to tell him, that ſuch and ſuch In- 


RR terpoſitions are unworthy his infinite Wiſdom, 


> when he has pleaſed to afford us fatisfactory N 
Evidence of the Reality of them. We ſhall 
1 readily allow him farther that ce the whole, 


1 which the Wit of Man can poſſibly diſco- 


« yer either of the Ways or Will of the | 
1 Creator, muſt be acquired, not by imagin- 


” ing vainly within ourſelves what may be 


4 proper or improper for him to do, but by 
« looking abroad and contemplating what he 


« has actually done.” (ibid.) Let us then 
look fairly into the external Evidence of what 


| 185 he has actually done, and without Prepoſſeſ- Sh 
ſions judge impartially, whether there are not 


| clear Proofs of his miraculous Interpoſitions, 
though we poſſibly might not have thought 
ſuch Interpoſitions neceſſary or expedient ? ? This 
one ſhould have thought a fair Conſequence | 
from the forecited Conceſſion, but his Intent 
is directly the contrary. For his Propoſal of 
looking abroad and eee what 
4 whe 


3 * 
& the Creator has actually done,” is confined 5 
to a © ſerious Attention to that Revelation, 
which he made of himſelf from the Begin- 
0 ning, and placed continually before our 
Eyes in the wonderful Works and beauti- 
« ful Fabric of this viſible World.“ (76:d.) | 
If the Controverſy was with the Atheifts, this 
would be the proper Point in View for their 
Conviction ; but how can an Appeal to the 
_ Wiſdom « the Creator in the Confitution of | 


Nature, determine the Queſtion, whether there . 


were any ſupernatural Interpoſitions after the 
Times of the Apoſtles? The Infinuation, 1 
it means any thing, means the Incredibility = 
that the Laws of Nature at firſt fixed by the 
great Creator, ſhould, on any Occaſion, be c- 
verſed; and the Frequency of the ſame Sug- 
geſtion will ſcarce permit one to anlleittind 1 5 
him in any other Senſe. Thus he elſewhere 
obſerves, © how fallacious the Judgment : © 8 
the wiſeſt will ever be found, when deſert- 
ing the Path of Nature and Experience, | 
e and giving the Reins to Fancy and Con- 


I jecture, they attempt to illuſtrate the ſecret 


* Counſils of Providence, (P. 20.) Now what 
does he here mean by deſerting the Path of Na- 
; ture and Experience, but giving in to the Be- 
5 heb: of r e and acknowledging the 


— 3 


E 


Reality of Events contrary to the 1755 Ef- 
fects of the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature? If 
this be not his Meaning, it is certainly nothing 


tit all to his Purpoſe ; for why might not the 


tame Author, for the ſame wiſe Ends, enable 


the firſt Chriſtians to work Miracles as well 


aflen as before the Deceaſe of the Apoſtles? 
The Belief of the one is as much deſerting tbe 
Path of Nature and preſent Experience, as that 
of the other ; the Argument contained i in ſuch 
Inſinuations, if it proves any T hing, proves 
N much for his Purpoſe, and 1s inconſiſtent 
with his own Conceſſions : 80 that we may 


return him the Compliment which he makes = 


do one of his C Oppoſers, at. betraying : a great = 


„Want either of Judgment or Sincerity,” _ 


( þ. 18. 9 The Truth is, the Revelation, as he 5 
calls it, which God has made of himſelf in 5 
the wonderful Works and beautiful F abrick of 


this vifible World, may well convince us of 


5 the infinite Wiſdom and Power of the divine 


Architect; and the natural Conſequence from 
hence is, that he can, with equal Eaſe, when- 


ceuer he pleaſes, reverſe theſe eſtabliſhed Laws 
of Nature, which are of his own Appoint- 


ment. In what Inſtances he will think fit to - 
do this, we are not competent Judges ſo as to 


4 A determine before hand that he will do lo; but p 
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| here comes in very properly this Author's 8 pre- | 
ſcribed Rule of judging (which is juſt in it- 
felf though inconſiſtent in him) * not by 
* imagining vainly within ourſelves, what 
may be proper or improper for him to do, 
* but by looking abroad and contemplating 
ee what he has actually done.” But then we 
muſt no more limit his Power than preſcribe 
to his Wiſdom ; we muſt no more aſſert pro— 
pPhbanely that he cannot interpoſe, than decree. 
preſumptuouſly that he 0777, but muſt, like 
reaſonable Creatures, be determined by reaſon- 
able Evidence, and avoid the Extremes both is 
of Credulity and Infidelity. 2 
His Remark that © mira aculous Powers, 
< when once conferred by our Lord on any 
of his Diſciples, were not ever after perpe- 
© tually inherent in them,“ (p. 23.) as far as it 
is true, is neither new nor any way ſerviceable 
to his Cauſe. But the Caſe, I apprehend, 
is not accurately ſtated by him. They hal 
theſe miraculous Powers conſtantly inherent = 
them, but only capable of being exerted on the 
Occaſions for which they were given. They 
could not have applied them to ſupport Aa 
_ eprong Cauſe, no, nor any one that was foreign 
to the Evidence of Chriſtianity ; but they al- 
ways had it in their Power to work Miracles 
5 5 8 by 


— ————— æ CU— 


* 


in Atteliation of the Goſpel. Our Saviour 


had expreſly promiſed them, that 7f they bad 


Faith, they ſhould be able to remove Mountains, 
and if this Faith was habitual, the Promiſe 


. Was expreſs, that the Ability of working Won- 


ders ſhould be ſo too. This Faith of Mira- 
e was in Truth 4 very rational Aſſent; It 
Was a Confidence in the promiſed rend 


on nary Aſſiſtance of God, that He would not 


fail to ſupport them in the Defence of His own 
Cauſe, but would enable them to reverſe even 
. the Laws of Nature on any Emer gency worthy 
ſuch an Interpoſition, and where no inferior 
Alſſiſtance would be ſufficient. But their own 
Reaſon would tell them that their private Sa- 
tisfaction or Advantage was not a ſufficient 
Cauſe to over-rule or ſuperſede the fixed Laws 
— of Nature, and therefore in ſuch Caſes they 
had not this Faith, that is, they had not = 
Confidence to expect that Providence would 
by them miraculouſly interpoſe for their parti- Eu 
-- cular Pleaſure : But when by the very ſame 
Method the Conviction of Unbelievers might 
| probably be brought about, then they reaſon- 
ably preſumed | that this was a Cauſe w orthy of 
7 God, and in this Faith undertook. and execu- 
ted the moſt ſupernatural Works. Thus 
| though St, Pail le fi J. ene at Miletun ſich, 


oo  « when 


. 


2 ot 


(238) 


when he certainly wiſhed him ell, but could 
not undertake to work a Miracle for his Re- 
lief, yet he healed the Sick among the Hea- 
thens without Heſitation or Danger of Failure; 
, becauſe he knew theſe were the Caſes to which 


the divine Promiſes related. In this Senſe 95 


therefore I think we may fay, that the Apoſtles | 
| had theſe miraculous Powers perpetually inbe- 
rent in them; not meaning that they could 
exert them on al] Occaſions, however 4. ferent, 
or however 7r ling, but that they could al- 
ways exert them on all proper Occaſions. There 1 


is a great deal of Difference between his Re- 55 
8 preſentation, as if they were © imparted only 
e af he- Moment of their Exertion, Which 


ſame Time to the Agent, and as ſoon 8 
< thoſe particular Occaſions were ſerved, were 


. withdrawn again and ſuſpended ; and the 


„ Agents reduced to the Condition of all other TR e 


8 Men, there | is I fay à great deal of Diffe- 
rence between this his Repreſentation, and that 
Limitation which he cites from Grotius (p. 23.) 
and which we readily admit, that theſe 
5 wonderful Faculties were ſeverally diſtribu- f 
ted to each faithful Diſciple, yet not ſo as 


by fome ſpecial Impulſe was notified at the 5 


«to be exerted of themſelves, or at Pleaſure, = 


3 but reſerved to ſpecial Occaſions. But E 
5 whenever 


I chan only remark further on the Method of” 


19] 
whenever fuch Occaſio ons happened, they were 
at any Time ready to teſtify their miraculous 

Endowments, and therefore were not reduced 
to the Condition of all other Men. I am not 
aware againſt qobom he intended this Remark, 
AS 1 know of none that do not allow of Gro- 
tins's Comment, or that think that the firſt 
Chriſtians could have worked Miracles for 
their own Purpoſes only ; but T ſhall have Oc- 
cCaſion however hereafter to make Uſe of this 
5 Author's Senſe of the Matte ter, — him- | 
ſelf. | ©, 
There 1 are ſeveral iter Paſa ages in | the Proc 


ne; which would deſerve Notice, but that : 
they occur again in the Pook more at large, 


and are to be conſidered, in their proper Place, 


 anfeeering which he has preſcribed to his Op- 
Poſers. He tells us, (p. 34, 35.) that c the only 
„ Way of anſwering, which can ſatisfy Men 


«of Senſe, and affect or invalidate the Force 1 


e of his Argument, is to ſhew how the Teſ- 
 « timonies of the Fathers concerning Miracles 


were verified by Facts; and that their In- : 
8 ee of 5 1 are > anſwerable 10 


which is peel again nd again! in his Bock 
90 1 ſhall anſwer hereafter : : And with Bene to 


C-: + — » Ha | 


[: 20 1 
the former, 1 think that the 'T eſtimony of che 
| primitive Fathers may be ſufficiently vindica- 
ted without it, at leaſt in the Manner that he 
; has ſtated it. He fays, that bi when any of 
« them tell us, that many were raiſed from 
the Dead in their Days in every Place where 
40 there was a Church, and lived afterwards 
oy ſeveral Years among them ; and that others 
« were heard to ſpcak in all Kinds of Lan- 
* guages, theſe Anſwerers muſt ſhew what 
"WF particular Perſons were ſo raiſed and indued 
« with Languages; or "muſt alledoe at leaſt 
<« ſome ſpecial Effects of thoſe Miracles credib- 
i lb reported by the ancient W riters, either 
* Heathens or Chriſtians ;” that i 18 plainly, we 
muſt go farther in the Account than they have 
done themſelves, and add to their Report, or 
_elſe in his Judgment we ſay nothing to the 


5 


: Purpoſe. But why are not thoſe Wri iters cre- 


dible Witneſſes in what they have ſaid, merely 
| becauſe they have not ſaid more, and been as 

cireunſlantiol as our Curioſity might have 

wiſhed? He had told us at firſt, P. 9.) that 

<« the preſent Queſtion depended on the joint 
« Credibility of the Facts and of the Wit. 

c neſſes who atteſt them: And Why may not 

: both theſe be ſatisfactorily vindicated, without 
naming the particular Perſons who wrought 
the 


1 


the Miracles, or on whom they were ds. 


or all the Conſequences that followed from 


them? One great and 1 important Conſequence i 18 


often mentioned and triumphed in, namely, the 
- Reception of the Goſpel by Means of the ſu- 
pernatur al Works wrought in Defence of it. 
This was much to their Purpoſe, and they 
. probably did not foreſee any Reaſon % e 
more Particular | in their Account. We may 
. therefore reaſonably ] hold him to the firſt State 
of the Queſtion, and | join Iſſue upon it, on?! 
Cerning the Credibility of the Facts, and E 
the Witneſſes, without deſcending to the Par- | 
ticulars that he now inſiſts on. If Miracles , 
fate not incredible | in themſelve es, and if Root- 
ing out inveterate Prejudices be a proper Occa- 
ij VN for them (and this Author's Con iceflions in 
ſome Places at leaſt will ſave us the Trouble 
of proving theſe Points) and if there be po- 
5 ſitive Evidences of their being wrought from 
Witneſſcs, WhO were competently ih farmed and 
| boneſtly diſpoſed to fpcak the Truth, then we 
may vindicate the Miracles of the Primitive 
Church, to the Satisfaction of Men of Senſe, 
85 notwithſtanding what he has offered to the 
cContrary, and w ithout proceeding fo far as he - 


bas preſcribed to us. 
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[ 22 
I come now to the Performance itſelf, and 
ſhall conſider diſtinctly the ſeveral Steps by 
which he endeavours to make good his Point. 
The firſt is by a Collection of the principal 
Teſtimonies relating to the miraculous Gifts 
of the Church, with ſome Remarks on them 
to invalidate their Force, And of theſe the 
firſt is, that * in all the ſeveral Pieces of the 
0 Apoſtolical Fathers there is not the leaſt 
Claim or Pretenſion to any of thoſe extraor- 
_ « dinary Gifts, which are the Subject of this 
Inquiry,“ ( P. 3. ) and the Inference drawn 


from hence is, that © there is the ſtrongeſt 


KReaſon to preſume, that the extraordinary = 
«© Gifts of the Apaſtalle Age were by this Time 
< actually withdrawn,” (p. 9.) Let us examine 
the Truth of the Poſition, and the Force of 7 
the Conſequence drawn from it. 
That the Apoſtolic Fathers do not enlarge on 
the miraculous Powers of the Church, and 


challenge the Heathens to ſee and examine 


them in the Manner that ſome Afer-IWriters 
do, is readily admitted; and the plain Reaſon _ 
was, that they were not writing to Heathens 
| who needed Converſion, but to their own Di/- 
 riples who needed Inftruttion or Admonition. 
Had they addreſſed themſelves to their Per- 
 lecutors, as ſore of the Chriſtian Apologiſts "\ 


terwards 


231 


- ranch did, and had omitted the Claitn of 
miraculous Powers, this would have been 
much to the Purpoſe ; but as their Epiſtles 
Were directed to thoſe who were already Con- 
verte, if there be any incidental Mention in 
them of ſuch ſupernatural Endowments, it is 
as much as can reaſonably be expected, and 
more than could neceſſarily be demanded. i 
Now this Author allows, that © they. ſpeak 2 


indeed in general of certain ſpiritual Gifts 


e as abounding among the Chriſtians of that 


5 & Age, but his Anſwer to this Teſtimony i 5 
3 that 25 theſe cannot reaſonably be interpreted 55 
| Ds to mean any Thing more than the ordinary > 


e Gifts and Graces of the Goſpel,” (b. 3.) If 
we ask why they cannot reaſonably be inter- 


$B preted to mean more, there is no Cauſe aſ- : 


ſigned. It was not ſuitable to his Hypotheſis, 
: that they ſhould mean an Thing more, and 
5 therefore his Judgment is, that they do not. 
But this is begging the Queſtion inſtead of pro- 5 
ving it, and reſting the ee on his own 


EF Authority. 


There is indeed one Inſinuation, which | 


- would have been very material, if it would 
Rs have born Examination, but it is introduced ſo 


a6 te ſhew his own Diſtruſt of it; and it is 


. wonderful that a Man of his Abilities ſhould 
Cor nas 


OS « 


Ee 
ndt chuſe to fink it entirely. After having re- 
peated his own Determination, that © all thoſe 
« Expreſſions of the Fathers, which are com- 
„ monly underſtood to fignify the extraordi- 

ec nary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, may be in- 
© terpreted more rationally to denote only the 
ee ordinary Graces of the Goſpel,“ he adds, 
_ © nay in ſome Places they ſeem to diſelame all 
Gifts of a more extraordinary Kind,” (p. 7.) 
The Inſtances given to illuſtrate this ſeeming : 
eſclatming of the Power of Miracles, are thoſe 
Paſſages of St. Fohcarp to the Philippians, and 
of St. Ignatius to the Epbeſians; wherein the 
Former ſays, that he cannot come up to the 


Wiſdom of the bleſſed and renowned Paul, 
ee nor curb his Paſſions within the lawful De- 


= 


« gree ;” and the latter, that « he was no 


« extraordinary Perſon, nor as yet perfect in 
ws Chriſt Feſus.”” Now what do theſe Expreſ- 
ſions prove but their deep Humility and open 
f Sincerity; Does not St. Paul ſay the ſame 

Thing in his Epiſtle to the Philippians almoſt 

in the fame Words? And did any Man ever 


think that he meant thereby to 5 ſclaim the 


Power of Miracles? If theſe Teſtimonies md 3 


any Relation to the Subject of Miracles, 1 
ſhould rather conclude from St. Ignatius ſay- 


2 ing that he WAS 729 extraordinary Perſon, that 
muraculous 


4 #8] 


miracutods Powers were ſo common among all 
Believers, that their Biſhops or Teachers were 
not 4. Mainguiſbed in that Particular. But I pre- 
ſume it is not neceſſary to ſay any Thing far- 
ther againſt their e theſe ſupernatural 
od, =, 
— — PRE attempts however: to how the Weak- | 
2 neſs of the Arguments alledged by Ack 
biſhop Wake and my Father from the Teſtimo- 
nies of thoſe apoſtolical Writers for the Con- 
tinuance of miraculous Powers among them. 
And! in the firſt Place he obſerves that the 
« Archbiſhop endeavours to confir m Js Opi- — 
nion not by any Facts or expreſs Teſtimo- 
e nies drawn from themſelves, but by Infe- 
+. rences: only or Conjectures,” (2: 4.) Now 
this, for the Reaſon before given, was all the 
Evidence that the Nature of the Argument 
could reaſonably admit. As they were not 
arguing in theſe Epiſtles with Jeaos or Ha-. 
 thens, as their Succeſſors did, and had there- 
fore no Occaſion to relate any particular Fac, 
or to challenge their Readers to ſee, examine, 
and conſider their Miracles in general; as they 
were writing, I ſay, to their own profeſſed 
_ Diſciples, who did not want to be informed of 
ſuch their Endowments ; if there be any Re- 
erence to them, and it can be ſhewn by Infe- 
YI rence | 
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rence that they did thus refer to them, this I 
ſhould think would be a very proper Method 
of proceeding 1 in a Defender of their miracu- 
1ous Powers, and might be ſatisfactory to every 
impartial Inquirer. This Method the Archbi- 
ſhop wiſely proceeded 1 in. He has ſhewn what 
| Reaſon there is to preſume | in their Favour, 
that they were diſtinguiſhed with ſupernatural 
Endowments ; he has obſerved that Qualifica- 

tions of this Sort were conſidered in the Choice 
of the inferior Officers of the Church, and 
therefore much more, tis likely, in the De- 
ſignation of Superiois to their Office; that 
theſe Writers in particular were choſen to pre- 
ſide over the Church by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
who had the Gift of diſcerning Spirits; — that 
ſome of them are mentioned by Name in the 
ſacred Writings as Perſons of great Endow- 
ments; that miraculous Gifts are ſpoken of 
in the New Teftament as given often to COMMON 
| Believers, and therefore more ſtrongly to be 
ſuppoſed to be communicated to theſe more 
eminent Perſons ;---that as we find Miracles not 
infrequent in the apg/tolical Times, fo imme- 
diately after, (it being proper to infiſt on them 
againſt Gainſayers) we find Tuſtin Martyr 
boaſting of them againſt Trypho the Jew, and 
_ urging them as an unanſwerable Argument in 


the 


[27] 


the Pchalf of Chriſtianity and againſt the Yews, 
trom whom theſe Gifts had a long Time been 
departed. (Wake's Prelim. Diſc. P 165. 
With theſe Preſumptions in Favour 15 theſe 
| Apoſtolical Writers, he proceeds to thoſe Teſ- 


| timonies, whercin they do refer to theſe mira- 


culous Gifts; and the firſt which he alledges is, 
I think, very ſtrong to the Purpoſe, both the 
Expreſſions, and the Reaſonings upon them, 
ſuiting better to the Notion of extraordinary 
Endowments than of ordinary Graces. The 
Lis Paſſage referred to is in the firſt Epiſtle of St. 
Clement to the Cer inthians. "Haw * Tis wars, nr 
dug, ran. CELTS r- cope, ey dizaic 
| XpiTec 9 — Tooer®. v TETAr@poreiy 5 
5 d Gow Hoxea aο leis dp * = 
' CnTely To. N rd, K U To. cure, . 


Which the Archbiſhop tranſlates and Para- 


phraſes thus. Let a Man have Faith, -L 6+ 


_« ſuch a Faith by which he is able to Work 
Miracles; Let him be powerful to utter myſti- Z 
cal Kn oledge (for to that his Expreſſion ma- 

: nifeſtly relates) Let him be wiſe in d. iſcerning _ 
 #* Speeches, another Gift common in thoſe 
« Times, but ſtill, ſays he, by 2 much the _ 
5 98. more he ſeems 710 excel others, viz. upon the 
Account of theſe extraordinary Endowments, 5 
by ſo much the more vill it bebove him to be 
- 5 humble-minded, and to eek what i 7s profitable N 
= — 
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© #9 all Men, and net to his can Advantage, a 
(O. 166.) To this Citation no Antwer 18 
vouchſafed, and therefore, as he does not at- 
tempt to invalidate it, I ſhall not offer to re- 
inferce it. The Proof of the prophetical Gifts 
of Ignatius and Polycarp, which the Archbiſhop 
adds to the foregoing Teſtimony, are favoured 
with a Remark, which I ſhall take Notice of * 
preſently. ? 
My Father's Pe of hs Continue ce of 
11 0005 Powers in the Church are next 
recited with Contempt. He had inferred 


from St. Ignatiuss Addreſs to the Church of 1 


Smyrna, as bleſſed with every good Gift, and 
wanting in no good Gift, that Miracles ſub⸗ 
ſiſted in great Abundance in thoſe Days. V. et, 
ſays Dr. M. © theſe Words, as e by y 
< the Context, manifeſtly ſignify nothing more 
cc than the ordinary Gitts of the Goſpel, Faith 
and Charity, for the whole Paſſage runs thus, 
Jo the Church of God the Parker: an a of the 
« beloved Jeſus Cbriſt, which God hath meets --- 
« fully blefſed with every good Gift, being filled 
"66 15 75 Faith and Charity fo as to be Wanting in 
of 70 good G7 H. Dr. M. has been fo juſt indeed 
as to put the Greek in the Margin, ſo that I think 
none but the Engliſh Ranker can be in any 
Danger of being deceived Fe: his Tranſlation. 
ne 
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The Original runs thus. deni e rar! 


Nich 1 T eTAnpoPopnlutyn ey rir £L Xu & yen, 


4 ef,Enun con TavTs wapionats, Now 
theſe Words will very well bear all the Streſs _ 
that my Father has laid upon them. For the 
Term wyapoua, here tranſlated a ood Gift, is 
well known to be that which is peculiarly | 
appropriated to ſignify an extraordinary En- 
ddcꝛoment. Neither is it here explained by 
the Context, as manifeſtly to ſignify no 
b more than the ordinary Graces of the Goſ- 
= pel, as Dr. M. affirms. For the Words 
Which he has inſerted, as thus explanatory, _ 
after Faith and Charity, fo as to be wanting, Lo. 
c. are inſerted without Authority. The e 
: Original is no more than © to the Church, 75 
Ec. mercifully bleſſed with every extraor- 
5 60 dinary Gift, being filled with Faith and 
« Charity, being wanting in no extraordinary 
Git he Repetition of the Mention of 
theſe Endowments is uo more a Difficulty 1 
this Interpretation, than in Dr. M.'s, nay it is 
less ſo, for it is repeated becauſe of the extra- 
ordinary Nature of theſe Gifts, and to diſtin- 
guiſh them from the ordinary | Graces of Faith 
and Charity. St. Ignatius firſt reminds them 5 
of the great Mercy that they had received in 
ſuch / gala ns,” tacitly commends their 
— . 
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|| Application of them in Belięf and Benevolence, 
bi and then again ſpecifies the Unzverſality of their 


Endowments. And this, according to the 
obvious Senſe of the Words, and the known 
Uſe of them at that Time, appears to be a 
plain Proof of that, which it was brought to 
ſupport, namely, the Continuance of extraordi- 
nary Gifts in the Church at that Time, There 
is however a marginal Note inſerted, intended 
to take off the Force of a Remark ſo eaſy to 
be foreſeen. Two Paſſages are referred to in 
St. Clement's firſt Epiſtle, wherein a large E. 


Juſion of the Holy Spirit, and the Gift of God, 


1 eeeuyen that called x#pio pa, are ſaid to appear by | 
the Context to mean no more than pious Af- 
=: fections, or natural and acquired Abilities. But 
WW! I éſee no ſuch Thing in the Context; the Senſe 
5 of thoſe Paſſages is full as rational and as 


Nrong, if in both Places we interpret them 
ſtrictly of ſupernatural Endowments. The 
Caſe in Truth Was this. : The pr imitive Wri- 
ters, when they mention theſe extraordinary 
Gifts in their Addreſſes to Unbelievers, urge 
them as Evidences of the Truth of their Reli- 
gion; but when they mention them to Be- 
levers, They preſs them as earneſt Motives to 
true Prety and Holineſs. This different Appli- 
cation and Improvement of them to different 
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Pe, ſons, was wiſe and juſt, and ſhews that they 
thoroughly underſtood their pr wat Uſe and 
Force. 
But as Dr. M. wins calls for particular 
Facts, and thinks them much more convincing 
than general Atteſtations, my Father has here 
| beforehand preſented him with one, in the 
earneſt Requeſt of Ignatius to the Romans, 


« that they would not, by an unſcaſonable 8 


good Will, prevent his Martyrdom, but 
_« would ſuffer him to be Food for the wild 


< Beaſts :” From whence it is inferred, that the 


Prayers of the primitive Chriſtians had Power 


40 diſable the wild Beaſts from aſſaulting the 
Martyrs, who were expoſed to them. <« But” 
ſays Dr. M. © the Paſſage itſelf has not he 
Tu. leaſt Reference to Prayers, or to any Thing 


1. miraculous, but to the ordinary Endeavours 


e and Interceſſion of the Chriſtian Brethren at 
« Rome, who offered to uſe their Intereſt to 


« preſerve. him from the cruel Death which 


c he was then going to ſuffer,” (P. 6.) In An- 
ſwer to which I would obſerve, that there i bn 
„ Intimation, ; in the Epiſtle | cited by my Father, „ 
of their ng Vutereſi to preſerve him, but 
1 there i 18 expreſs and direct Reference to their 


"BE Prayers both juſt before and after the Paſſage | 
3 Cited, Almoſt immediately} betore he had faid 1. 
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only pray or me that God would give me Strength, 


that I may not only he called a Chriſtian, but 
may alſo be found one. I am willing to die for 


God unleſs you hinder me. I beſecch you that 


5 Jhew not an 1 Gcodacull towards. 
Suffer me to be Food to the wild Beaſts, by 


which Means T ſball 9⁰ unto God. And then 
: preſently ſubjoins, pray therefore unto Chriſt for. 
me that by theſe Inſtruments I may be made the 


Sacrifice of God. *Tis true, he does not in 


_ expreſs Words ſay by what Method they could 
prevent his Martyrdom, and ſhew this unſca- 
ſonable Good-will towards him, but, by the 
Antitheſis, in which he repeatedly tells them 
how they ſhould promote it, his Meaning 
is plainly enough diſtinguiſhable. It amounts 
almoſt to as much as if he had ſaid, « inſtead 
N endeavouring to preſer ve me miraculouſſy 
e by your Prayers, pray rather that I may 


« glorify God in this Method, and be there- 


by the more ſpeedily advanced to his Pre- 
 « ſence. This is no ſtrained Conftr udtion, 
but the moſt plain and obvious Scnſe of i it, and 1 
the Difficulty of putting any other Senſe upon 
e ſtrong Confirmation of this. I am 
| ſure there is as much Authority from this 
Epiſtle, to ſay that he meant that they ſhould 
not r him by Force, as that they ſhould. 


nat -- 


Tay 


not make B for him. The former per- 
haps was poſſible, but the latter I believe will 
appear to be otherwiſe. But ſays Dr. M. to 
this Senſe,” (chat! is, of preſerving him by 
their Intereſt) © it is expreſly reſtrained ! in the a 
© Relation of his Martyrdom, wr itten by ; 
e thoſe who e 8 him in this yay: 


e Tourney, and were preſent at his Death : By 


„whom we are told; that the Brethren w 1 . 


0 came out to meet mln on his Approach to 
cc 


« that City, and were zealous for his Safety, 


2 cc undertook. 40: appe caſe the People, ſo that 


« when he came to be expoſed. to the wild 
« Beaſts in the Amphitheatre, they ſhould not 
« defire his Deſtruction ; but the Saint over- 5 
ruled, and commanded them to be quiet.“ 
(ibid.) This ſounds ſomewhat to his Purpoſe, 
but will not bear Examination. The Worde, 
. though cited as from the Original, are diffe- 
e from thoſe Which ſtand there, and e 
little improved to anſwer his Purpoſe. The 


real Hiſtory may moſt literally be tranſlated 


thus. But to ſome he injoined Silence who in the 
| "oF eal of their Hearts were ſpeaking to reftrain 
- the People from de 4 715 Fl the Death of the Jul. 
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Latin Verſion anſwers: exactly to the Greek 


Copy; and all that can fairly be inferred from 


them is, that he did not deſire to intereſt the 
Populace j in his Favour in this particular Caſe, 
Which could do no Good, and might do 
Harm. For let it be conſidered; if the Peo- 
ple had never ſo ſtrongly engaged on his Side, 
could they have reverſed the Sentence and "i 

ved the Martyr ? No, he had been ſentenced 


to the wild Beaſts by the Emperor himſelf, 


who was not now at Rome, but was ab- 
ſent on Occafion of the War with the Pa. 
bbians; nor was there any Authority there, 
8 which could alter or mitigate the Puniſhment. 
All the Intereſt and Interceſſions of his Friends, 
. they had been never ſo great, could have 
been of no Avail againſt the Imperial Decree, 
and therefore this could not have been the Mean- 
ing of the Saint in his Requeſt. He could 
not defire them not to do any Thing, which 
he knew was cut of their Power to do; but 
1 this Was abſolutely beyond their Power, for all 
he Intereſt in the Court of Rome could not 
have prevented the Execution of Trajan's Sen- 
| tence, that he ſhould be thrown to the wild 
| Beaſts. The only poſſible Method that re- 
main' d of preſerving him was by a miraculous 
PE Interpyſ tion in his Favour, wat thoſe Savage 


Creatures 


. 

Creatures might be reſtrained from their natu- 
ral Fury, and, like Daniel's Lions, might re- 
fuſe to devour the Saint. In ſuch Caſe farther 


Application muſt have been made to the Em- 
peror for his Pleaſure, and he was a Man of 
that Character, whom ſuch an Event might 
have awakened. Then the Good-will and 
F avour of the People might have been of 5 
; ſome Service towards his Preſervation after : 
__ a Miracle, but could be of no Uſe before 
it. Thus, J think, the Circumſtances of the 
: Caſe, the Contents of the Martyr's Epiſtle, and 
eee eſpecially the Hiconſiſteney of any other 
5 Suppoſition, do all confirm the Interpretation . 
given, and Inference drawn by my Father, 
that Inatius did herein refer to the miracu- 
tous All Hance attainable by their Prayers, 
which he defired might r not prevent his Mar- 


: tyrdom. 


Thus the Arguments of both fs SD IO 
| tioned Writers ſtand in their full Force for 
any thing that he has ſaid to invalidate them. 
The primitive Martyrs ſpoke and wrote, juſt 
as it muſt be ſuppoſed that they would have 
: done, Tf. Miracles were commonly worked Fi 
among them; and this was as much as could 
be expected, * Believers were diſcour- 
* ſing with one another. But Dr. M. has him- 
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{elf in another Part of tis Book (F. 124, 125.) 
introduced the Mention of one Miracle ſuffi- 
cient to over throw kis Opinion that they oll 
ceaſed in the apoſtolicat Times. He allows 
that it is lated « one of the moſt authen- 
ce tic and celebrated Pieces in all Aida 
« Antiquity.” The Hiſtory referred to is that 
of the Martyrdom of St. Polycarp, as reported 
in the circular Letter of the Church of Smyrna. 
This was a Seaſon, wherein the Mention of 
Miracles, if any ſuch were wrought, might 
be froper even to thoſe who were already 
Chriſtians, for the Confirmation of their Faith, 
and the Improvement of their Practice; ES 
here accordingly we find an expreſ; Recital of 
them. An audible Voice from Heaven encou- 
raged him in his 2 77 Entrance on the Trial, 
and in the Anal Completion of it, the Fire ſu- 
pernaturally formed an Ar ch which preſerved 
the Martyr from burning ; infomuch that the 
Executioners were forced - to change the Na- 
ture of the Punithment, and to diſpatch him 
by a Dagger. The Attempt of accounting 
for this by a Mind or ſomething like it, would 
end in as great a Miracle as any; and when 
offered in Oppoſition to a miraculous Interpo- TT 
ſition, is ſo ridiculouſly abſurd, that it is dif- 
cult to return a ſerious Anſwer to it, or to 


ſuppoſe 


E 


ſuppoſe the Dr. ferious 1 in the Objection. But 
the principal Difficulty may poſiibly be thought 


to be that which is ſuggeſted in the marginal 


Note, (P. 126.) that © after a vain Profuſion 


« of Miracles on this and the like Occafions, 
+ yet their Martyrdom Was alway s effected at 
« laſt,” Now it the Preſervation of the Mar- 
 tyrs | had profeſſedly been the only Deſign, this 


| Object tion Would have born ſome plauſible Ap- 
pearance; but as the Intent of thoſe Miracles 
1s no where thus £7 nfined, they might have a 


very good and very important Uſe, though the 9 


Life of the Confeſſor was at length 1. acrificed. 


For were not the Admonition of} Heat Hens, and 
the Encouragement of true Belien vers, Ends 
worthy ſuch an Interpoſition ? ? Both theſe are 
expreily ſaid to have been brought about 1 
the Miracle wrought at St. Polycarp's Martyr- 
dom. Beſides, did not a miraculous Circum- 
ſtance of a like Nature attend the firſt Appre- = 
henſion of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, notwith- 
| ſtanding his Crucifixion was ſoon after accom- _ 
: pliſhed ? Did not ſuch a. mighty Power go 
forth from his Pr eſence as ſtruck them to the 
Ground who came to ſeize him, though he 
preſently 1 reſi ned himſelf to them and to all 
the Violence that they intended him ? But ſhall 
we therefore dare to call that Miracle Vain 


becau ſe 
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[ 38 1 
becauſe it contributed not to his Preſervation ? 
It was not intended for that Purpoſe, but to 
work a good Effect on others; to ſhew them 
that they were acting againſt the Cauſe of God, 
and that Heaven could eaſily have over-ruled 
their wicked Actions, if other providential De- 
ſigns were not to be brought about by the Per- 
miſſion of their Wickedneſs. In like Manner 
it is great Arrogance of Style, and Weakneſs 
of Argument, to call that 2 vain Profil on of 
„ | Miracles, which diſtinguiſhed the Martyrdom 
Wit) of ſome of the firſt Chriſtians, merely becauſe 
10 it did not prevent it. But it might, and oſten 
did, anſwer other good Purpoſes ; ; it awakened 
the Attention of Friends and Enemies, and pre- 
pared the one for Conviction and the other for 
Perſeverance. It would be no leſs than Pre- 
ſumption in us to pronounce them vin, though 
we could not diſcern their Deſign, where there 
1 is is Evidence of their being really wrought ; but 
i in theſe Inſtances there | is no ſuch Difficulty, 
5 we can readily aſſign their important Uſe 
and beneficial Effect. And as to the Evidence 
of the Reality of the Miracle in View before 
us, this Author at leaſt is convicted by his 
own Conceſſions ; who acknowledges the Ge- 
muneneſs of the Letter from the Church of 
Smyr na, and one Part of the Account con- 
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tained in it, and yet rejects the other, which | 
was as much a Matter of Fact, that tell under 
the Senſes of the Spectators and was as 
ſtrongly atteſted by. them. 
Leet us now ſum up the foregoing Evidence. 
Here is one Miracle plainly and poſitively pro- 
ved, as dignifying the Exit of the great Biſhop 
of Smyrna. There is another plainly alluded 
to, as within the Reach of the Prayers of the 
= Faithful, in the earneſt Requeſt of the zealous _ 
Biſhop of Antioch, which is not capable of = 
any other Senſe. The very Word appropria- 
ted in the facred Writings to ſignify the Gift 
of Miracles, is uſed in ſeveral of theſe apoſto- _ 
| heal Writers, and the Context is always as ſuit- 
able, and generally more favourable, to this 
Senſe of it than to any other. Theſe may well be 
admitted as poſitive Proofs; and as to the pre- 
ſumptive Argument which Dr. M. has offered 
againſt them, it may very well be reverſed in 
their Favour. He thinks that if the primitive 
Writers had had theſe miraculous Powers, they 
| muſt have mentioned them more particularly. 
But may we not with at leaſt as much Rea- 
ſon and Authority infer, that if theſe miracu⸗- 
lous Powers had ccaſed with the Apoſtles, 
their Succeſſors muſt have taken Notice of 


ſo extraordinary a an Event, and have 7 
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their Diſciples to Zeal and Piety with this 
Conſideration, that they had now nothing to 


be diſtinguiſhed by but their Gra aces, and good | 


Works. As Ch „t had promiſed ſuch extra- 
ordinary Gifts to his Diſciples, without con- 
* fining his Promiſe to the Perſons or Times of 
tlie Apoſtles, and as we find them accord- 
ingly ſpoken of in one of St. Paul 8 Epiſtles, 
as plentifully beſtowed on common Believers, 
and as the Occofion and even Ne eceſſity for them 
continued or rather increaſed under the Perſe- 
cutions arifing in the next Age, it was natu- 
ral for the immediate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
to expect the Continuance of the ſame extra- 
ordinary Gifts. If their Expectation Was an- 
ſwered, and they were favoured with them, 
there might be no Occaſion for the frequent 
Mention of thoſe Gifts, which had continued 
from the firſt Publication of the Goſpel. But 
it they had been diſappointed, and had fallen 


ſhort of this great Hope, could they have 
avoided taking Notice of this material Differ- 


_ ence between themſelves and their Predeceſ- 
ſors, and not in ſome one Paſſage have re- 
minded their Brethren and F ollowers, that 
they had only their Holineſs and Virtue now 
to recommend them ? When Miracles really 
ceaſed, we find Chriſtian Writers thus acknow- 


abi | 
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ledging the Fact, and applying the Conſidera- 
tion; but there is no C onfelj? Hen of this Sort, no 
nor any Vitimation of it, in any of the apoſ- | 
tolical Writers now ſpoken of. Their Silence 
on this Subject, if it were as total and uni- 
form, as Dr. M. contends, might be urged 
ſtrongly on our Side of the Queſtion; for it 
is ſcarce credible, that they ſhould no where 
take any Notice of fo great and ſudden an A 
 teration as muſt have happened, if the princi- _ 
pal Leaders of the Chriſtian Cauſe and Go 
vernors of the Churc h had all at once been 
deprived, in thoſe Times of Adverſity, of the 


Privileges and Succours, which common Con- 1 


verts enjoyed in the Generation immediately 
i preceding. But the forecited Addreſs of St. 


Ignatius to the Church of Smyrna moſt ex- 15 | 


preſly excludes all Notion of ſuch Alteration, 


for when he congratulates them, as being mer- 


cifully bleſſed with every extraordinary Gift, 
55 and repeats that they were not deſtitute of any | 
one ſuch Gift, he muſt mean to equal them in 


this Reſpect: with their ee or he could EE 


not with Truth haue Ach this emphatical 5 
e . ” 
| Upon the Whole, I, cannot think that tle 9 

1 has eſtabliſh” d his Poſition, that here 

N we have an Interval of about half a Cen- 


EL u 
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ce tury, the carlieſt and pureſt of all Chriſtian 


oF Antiquity after the Days of the Apoſtles, 
« in which we find not the leaſt Reference to 
« the ſtanding Power of working Miracles, as 
« exerted openly 3 in the Church, for the Con- 


viction of Unbelievers ;” (b. 9.) That the 

| Reference i is not fo full as afterwards, when they 
addreſſed to Unbelievers, is no Monden; but 
khat there is not the J Reference, is no Erith. 
He ſeems himſelf aware of it, by adding, that 


cc 


if it ſhould appear probable to any, that 


* they were favoured on ſome Occaſions with 


« extraordinary Illuminations, Viſions, or di- 
e vine Impreflions, yet that Gifts of this Sort 
were merely perſonal, granted for their par- 

« ticular Comfort, and reaching no farther 
c than themſelves, (P. 10.) He might as well 
ſay, that the Gifts of Healings, exerciſed by our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, were only for the per- 
ſenal Comfort of thoſe that were healed. 
Whereas all ſuch Gifts anſwered a double 
ad. T hey were Acts of Mercy to thoſe who 
5 reaped the Benefit of them, and they were a 
Demonſtration to others of a divine Authority 
and Interpoſition. In like Manner, if the Hiſ- 
_ tory of the Predictions of St. Ignatius and St. 
Polycarp, as cited by Archbiſhop Wake, be real, 
then GY ms be both a Suppart 1 to them, and 


an 


161 


an Evidence to others of the Tr uth of what 


they taught; for nothing can be a ſtr onger 
Proof of Divine Aſfſtance than a Spirit of - 


= Prophecy. 
The Teſtimonies of Were n Writers for 


the Continuance of miraculous Powers! in the 
Church he allows to be ſtrong, explicit, and 
frequent; and has given us a Collection of 5 
them from p. 10 to 19. The firſt Step ta- 
ken to invalidate them, is by repeating his 
former Obſervation, that * the Silence of alt: 
© the Apoſtolic Writers on the Subject of theſe 

« Gifts, muſt diſpoſe us to conclude, that in 


— thoſe Days they were actually withdrawn.” 
2 I think that it would much more ſtrongly dif- 


poſe us to draw the very contrary Concluſion, 3 
that they were not withdrawn : But it appears 
farther, that this Silence was not ſo total as he 
repreſents ; and as far as it is true, has been 

accounted for by the Conſideration of the 
Perſons to whom they wrote; who were their 
own Converts and Brethren, wh needed not 
ſo much to be reminded of the Evidence ari 
ſing from theſe Gifts, and therefore the Con- 
dluſion will not hold good, that Miracles were | 
= then actually withdrawn, becauſe they are 
not more inſiſted on. The farther Inference 

of the Unreaſonableneſs of ſuppoſing | a Re- 
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viva of them, after a Cefation of forty or 


fifty Years, (P. 19.) finks of Courſe, ſince the 
Ceſſation itſelf depends merely on his own | 
Imagination, and muſt be proved by bet- 


ter Arguments than any that he has yet ad- 
vanced. 


His remaining Obſervation under this Head 


deſerves ſingular Notice. ce The Difference,” 


he lays,..** between the miraculous Gifts of 


« the Apoſtolic Days and thoſe of the follow- 


e ing Ages, not only in the Nature, but in 
« the Manner of exerting them, will app 


e the Suſpicion of the latter e The 


Reaſon given is, that © the latter were more 


open and Fs than the former in calling 
„ out upon the Magiſtrates and People to 


come and ſee the mighty Wonders, which 
they were ready to exhibit before their Eyes, 


on all Occafions, at any Warning, and in 
4 all Places whenever they thought fit. ” What 
a perverſe Objector is this? Is it not ſtrange | 
to interpret an Ofer of Lillie Examination to 
95 an Air of Iinpoſture? Had the Caſe been 
directly otherwiſe, how plauſibly would this 
Gentleman have declaimed upon that Repre- 
ſentation ? If the Apoſtles had challenged all 
to ſee their Miracles, and the primitive Fathers 
bad | aoly ipoken. of ſome which had been 


done 


1 
— 4 
7 


T's} 


Jone among themſelves, and which they did 
not ſo much as offer to repeat; how would 
he have triumphed over the Difference of the 
Evidence? But this is ſurely the firſt Time 
that a publick Offer to all Enemies to look into 


the Foundation of their Pretenſions, Was ever 5 


conſtrued as an Evidence that their Pretenſions 
were groundleſs. It is the very Want of this 
: publick Offer of Examination that makes us 
now reject the Pretenſions of the Church 
of Rome in this Reſpect. Their pretended — 
Miracles are only wrought among them- 
ſelves, where they are not needed, and where 
a free Inquiry into them is not allowed; 


whereas they are not offered to reputed He 8 


reticks, who might detect them, if falfe; or 
| be converted by them, if real. As to the Dif. 
ference ſuggeſted between the Miracles of the 5 
Apoſtles, and thoſe of ſucceeding Ages, it was 


not, as this Writer inſinuates, that the former 
were generally deſtitute of this Power, and had © 


it only by ſudden Impulſes, while the latter „ 
tended to it on all C Occaſir ons; but they were 
equal in this Reſpect, and were habitually endu- 
ed with it on all proper Occaſions, though they : 


could not exert it to ſerve any different Pur- 


poſes, as I before obſerved. The true Ground 
of the Fact here referred to, I approhend + to 


[465] 


be as follows. The Apoſtles 2 wrought Mi- 


racles, and then argued latisfaCtorily from them. 


Their Succeflors often found it more con- 


Vincing 10 lay Claim to Divine Aſſiſtance, and 
then to work their Miracles in Confirmation of 
their Claim. Either Method would be ſufficient 
ſor the Satisfaction of a reaſonable Inquirer, but 
8 certainly the latter was leſs liable to Evaſion, 
The inconteſtable Miracles of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles rouſed the Attention of all well diſ- 


poſed Minds, and convinced them upon this 


rational Principle, which one of Fihem expret- 2 
ſed, that none could do theſe Things which they 
did unleſs God was with them. Their Succeſs 
in gaining Converts did of Courſe irritate their - 
Adverfaries, who were neceſſitated to find out 
ſome Method of evading that plain Argument, 3 
and therefore ſuggeſted, either that there was 
ſome Fraud in the Appearance of their {uper- 
natural Endowments ; or that, if they were 
real, they proceeded only from the Aſſiſtance 
of Demons, to which their Enemies made Pre- 
tenſions as well as themſelves. This naturally ß 
produced more- explicit Declarations from the 
Advocates of Chriſtianity, What could they 


do more than appeal to the Evidence of the 


= Senfes of their Oppoſers for the Reality of their 
Miracles, and to dtheir Hamm for be Ori. 


1 


g¹¹ * then: by challenging . to come and 
be Witneſſes of their ſuper natural Works, and 


do bring into Competition with them their 


own pretended Powers; and then judge, by 
the Event, on which Side the Hand of God 

would declare itſclt ? The Nature of the Caſe 
would ſuggeſt this Method of Proceeding ; 
his Account of their Hiſtory confirms it ; and 


the Reſult is not to the Diſadvantage ces of 5 


the Miracles of the Apoſtles, or of thoſe of 
the ſucceeding Ages. = 
His ſecond Head relates to the 1 Who 
were endued with theſe extraordinary Gifts. 


And the firſt Obſervation is, that none of 


the Writers, whoſe Teſtimonies he has cited, 
e have any where affirmed, that either they 
.o themſelves, or the apoſtolic Fathers before 
them, were indued with any Power of 
* working Miracles,” (P. 22. ) I wonder that 
he ſhould forget that Teſtimony of Irenaus 
which he had cited (O. 11.) that © A who 
Were truly Diſciples of Yeſus, wrought Mi- 5 
c racles in his Name.” Were not Irenaus 
bimſelf, and the reſt of the primitive Wri iters 


before him, included in this Character? If * 


meant, that they have not ſaid this of them- 


ſelves excluſive of others, the Remark is true, 


but nothing u to his Purpoſe, nay rather makes 
3 5 


[48] 
againſt him. They never claimed this as their 
 fole Prerogative, but readily acknowledged, that 


common Chriſtians, as well as their Biſhops _ 


and Teachers, were endued with this Power of 
working Miracles, whenever Providence called 


them to an Opportunity of vindicating or pro- 
pagating the Faith. For with this Limitation 


I preſume, we muſt underſtand even the Uni- 


verſality of Irencuss Expreſſion, that © all the 
& Diſciples of Jeſus wrought Miracles in his 
Name, not as meaning that every ſingle 
Chriſtian did actually work Miracles, but that 
all or any of them might be enabled for that 
Purpoſe, if there was a proper Call or Occa- 
ſion for it; and ſuch Call or Occaſion was 


moſt likely to happen ofteneſt to the chief Go- 


vernors and Teachers. But this Author's De- 
Hen profeſſedly is, to ſhew, © from the ſhort 
Hints and Characters of the primitive Won- 
« der Workers, as given both by Friends and 
Enemies, that the celebrated Gifts of thoſe 
Ages were generally engroſſed and exerciſed 
by private Chriſtians, chiefly of the Layety; 
ho uſed to travel about from City to City, 
e to afliſt the ordinary Paſtors of the Church 
and Preachers of the Goſpel in the Con- 
"<6 verſion of the Pagans, by the extraordinary 


c 


(c 


* 


7 
a 


Gifts with which Bey. Were pos to be 


« indued 


oc 


+ 


indued by the Spirit of God, and the mira⸗ 
culous Works which they pretended to per- 
form, (þ. 24.) The only Evidence which 
he has produced under this Head to ſupport 
this extraordinary Account is, that their gene- 
ral Style is “ ſuch and ſuch Works are done 
among us or by us, by our People ; by 4 
« few, by many, by our Exorciſts, by igno- 
rant Laymen, Women, Boys, and any ſim- 
ple Chriſtian whatſoever,” ( p. 22.) Now 
(to omit ſome Exceptions which might be 
made to this Tranflation) there is a plain 
Reaſon to be given why their general Style 
' ſhould run thus; that is, why they ſhould. 
uſually lay the Streſs on the meaneſt People as 
working them, not as excluding their Superiors 
from the fame Operations, but becauſe the 
Mention of 7heſe, who were the leaſt capable 2 


of Craft or Fraud, muſt be moſt convincing 


to the Gainſayers. For Inſtance, When Fer- Es 
- tullian challenged the Heathen Magiſtrates w - 


try the Experiment by the Cure of any De- 


moniac, if he had offered himſelf to perform - 


the Work, it might have been ſaid that he in 
particular had learnt ſome Art, which they 
could not detect; but when he told them that 
N ſhould be. Fade by any Orffien 8 


Cd: 5 bt 5 


— — — 
— — — — 


1 


«batſeever, this was ſurely more clear and un- 


exceptionable. Were we to run through all the 


Teſtimonies before cited by him from Juſtin 
Martyr, Ireneus, &c. we ſhould find that they 
ſpeak of the whole Body of Chriſtians, great as 


well as ſmall, as indued with theſe Gifts on any 


ſignal Occaſion, but they inſiſt particularly on 
the Performance of them by thoſe who had 
the leaſt natural Endowments, as the mighty 
Hand of God was moſt viſible, when it diſ- 
played itſelf by the meaneſt Inſtruments. In 
all like Caſes it is uſual to ſpecify 200% Perſons, 3 


in whom the Force of the Ar gument will 


appear moſt to Advantage. I have often 


taken Notice, (as I doubt not but others 


have done) upon the Subject of the 
Uſefulneſs and Excellency of the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation, that by the Benefit of it 

even cur common People, our Women and Chil. 
dren, know more of God and of their Duty 


towards him, than many of the wiſeſt unen- 


| lightened Philoſophers. Now would it be rea- 
ſonable a thouſand Years hence to infer from 


ſuch an Obſervation, that none but illiterate 


_ Perſons, none but thoſe of the weakeſt Sex 

and tendereſt Age, reaped any Light from the 

ens 6 the MOOG, becauſe bey only are 
Ipecified? 


4 51 ] 


ſp eeißed ? It would be Juſt as reaſonable as to 


infer from the Mention of them by the primi- 
tive Writers as working Miracles, that they. 
only were enabled to do ſo. hereas i in both 
| Caſes the Streſs i is laid on them, becauſe they | 
of all others were leaſt able to arrive at any 
7, Proficiency | of themſelves. Tertullian, and 
the other Aſſertors of the Continuance of mi- 
raculous Powers in the Church, were juſt be- 
fore char ged with Confidence and an oftentatious 
Manner of proclaiming their Powers, which 
He thought carried an Air of Quackery and 
rendred ther liable to Suſpicion, becauſe they 
_ challenged the Heathens to come and look 


into chem Noro becauſe they are more „leni 


on their own Performances, paſs over them in 
Humility, and dwell on the mighty Deeds ot 
their meaneft Brethren, they are made liable to 
_ Suſpicion on that very Account too; and every 
different Conſideration | 18 ſuggeſted to invali- - 
date their Credit. So difficult is it to ſatisfy 
theſe warm Admirers of Truth, and ſagacious 
Inquirers after it! The true Reaſon probably, 
why the primitive Fathers did not mention 
themnſelves particularly on this Head of mira- 
culous Powers, Was really to avoid any Ofen- ; 


7 ian, and to do the greater Honour t to 8 3 


4 351 


Nianity, by ſhewing, that its meaneft Profe 72 


had the ſame, when they came to have any 
Conteſt with Heathens. His Scheme there- 


fore of ſome of theſe of the Layety travel-⸗ 


ling about with the Paſtors to work Mira- 
cles for them, is an entire Fiction of his own, _ 
grounded on no Authority, and 9 by . 
no Reaſon. 


Well, but if the Chriftians c: can no Way be 


brought to bear Witneſs againſt themſelves, 
their Enemies muſt do it for them, © Lucian,” 
he ſays, and & Celſus and Julian and Porphyry 

NE: always charged them with Fraud and po: 
0. ture in the Performance of their Miracles.” 


fe If- If-condenined if they had done otherwiſe ? If 


b. 22, 23.) And muſt they not have been 


they had acknowledged, that their ſupernatu- . 
ral Works were wrought by the Aſſiſtance of 
God, they muſt in Conſequence have received 
their Doctrines; and therefore, if they were 


Frncere FHeathens, on muſt really have diſ- 


believed their Miracles. But what was con— 


tent in then, and ſuitable to Perſons of 


their Notions and Characters, bears a moſt 


unaccountable Appearace when cited with 


Approbation by a wiſc Man and A profeſſed - 


Chriſtian. Fer was ever the C: large of Im- 


ebe 8 


W 


poſture by E, nemies thought to prove the Reality 
of an Impoſture ? And ad not theſe very Ene- 
mies charge as much on the Miracles of Chri/t, | 
and his Apoſtles, which are admitted to be 
Fo genuine by this Author? 1 am unwilling to 
preſs the Conſequence farther, and ſhall only 
obſerve, that the open Claim and Challenges 
„ primitive Writers, are ſufficient to diſ- 
prove that Calumny of their Adverſaries, that 
their Miracles Jhunned the Light, and were 
done only in private; and farther, that their 
Adverſari ies themſelves did not think fit to ; 
truſt their Caaſe on this Point, for though they 


ſometimes threw in ſome ſuch Hints as theſe, 


pet at other Times they ſhifted the Ob- 
jection, and choſe rather to ſuppoſe that their 6 
Miracles were wrouzht by the Affiſtance of 
Demons. Now this Solution was a ſtrong Con- 
firmation of the Truth of the Facts, a Teſti- a 
mony from an Enemy of the Reality of thoſe 
ſupernatural Works, which were ſo evidently Fe 
above the Power of human Agency, that the 
were forced to take to this Method of evading - 
-- them. - : 
His Renurk (4. 4 on the Difference of | 
the Divine Diſpenſations as repreſented i in the ; 


New Tt lament, and as ſet forth in the Writing, 


of the frimitive Fathers, 1s e entirely founded : 
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on his own Miſtake. It is not true, that in the 
former Days, that is, in thoſe of the new 
Teſtament, © the Power of Miracles was com- 
« mitted to none but the Apoſtles and a few 
of the moſt eminent of the other Diſciples.” 
It appears by the Epiſtles of St. Paul, that 
they were frequent : among common Converts. _ 
Neither is it true, that « in the following _ 
Ages we find the Adminiſtration of them 
committed, not to the Succeſſors of the 


Apoſtles, to the Biſhops, the Martyrs, or 


5 


« them.” 


the principal Champions of the Chriſtian 
a 4 Cauſe, but to Boys, to Women , and above 
* all to private and obſcure Lm, not only 985 
of an inferior, but ſometimes alſo of a bad 
Character. There is no ſuch Repreſenta- 
tion in the primitive e Writers of the Power of 
Miracles being given to the meaneſt, excluſive 
of their Superiors and Governors, but the 
Meaneft are generally mentioned as giving the 
_ greateſt Force to the Argument. As to his 
Obſervation of the Adminiſtration of Miracles 
being ſometimes committed to thoſe of a bad 
Character, which he cites from St. Chry ſo tom, 
the Words which he has thus rendred in the 
worſt Senſe, are ſtrictly no more than that 
God ſometimes thought fit to work theſe 
bc Miracles by thoſe w ho Were 701% SLE, of 
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te them.” Nο Js xa} Ot dvatiwy ere 0 
Orc os awe, Might not this pothbly be a very 
Humble Enprofficn, and ſuch as might pro- 
perly have come from the Mouth of the 
Apoſtles, even if ſpoken of themſelves? Or it 


the Connection of St. Chriſoton's Diſcourſe be 


thought to confine his Meaning to Unworthi- 
neſs in a fricter Senſe, if he ſpoke of thoſe 
who were leſs, or even the leaſt deſerving 
among the Chriſtian Brethren, how will Dr. 


M. diſprove this, or what Inference can he 


draw from it to the Advantage of his Argu- 
ment? I would be far From: preſuraing to 
ſay that God Almighty would not work a 
Miracle by an unworthy Chriſtian, who was 
more zealous for his Faith than careful of 
his Practice, if a proper Opportunity ſhould 
offer of his converting an Heathen ; fince in 
ſuch ſuppoſed Caſe the Miracle would confirm i 
nothing but the real Truth, but could by no 
Means be brought to juſtify the unſuitable Be- 
haviour of the Miſſionary : Nay it might be 
uſeful as an awakening Admonition to himſelf, 
and might contribute to work bis Reformation 
as well as the chers Conviction. However as 
to the Fact, that miraculous. Powers were 
ſometimes granted to thoſe, who even in this 
| Senſe were Ws orth * we have expreſs Aſſu- 
4 rance 


wy 8 > . * — _ - 5 2 - - dota 2 3 ; : es 5 ht. is 8 WAGES 
5 Te L | : a a , 29 R FER - SD . "> 
PTE : ” "= D . +46 err ip þ r WY wa St J — r 7 - s 5 - 
: - oe a. . _ aun FFF dB . c i. — E ů 5 f 
RE, 42 4 « « <1 — © ello ho N32 2 F oe Wh erties ry wn _ > 5" 7 : 2 - 5 a F ** 
— — —— — . — * * . 8 "I h „„ - . 0 8 _ 


& — — - 


— UE, ay Pn <A ect 42 Enegi et » 
Wb. — + > — 


9 —— — Tong = — "EO *: 
r e 


— 


1 
{| 
{4 
- 
5 
* 
14 
T 
7 7 
v | 
' 
+8 
FP 
ob f 
I 
. 
FT 
* 
1. 
: 
: 
1 
11 
4 


F 36 


rance from our bleſſed Saviour's Declaration, 
that at the laſt Day ſome ſhall plead the Privilege 
of theſe Gifts, who ſhall not be able to plead 
a good Lite, and for Want of that ſhall finally 


be rejected, Matt. vii. 22, 23. Miraculous 
"Powers do not imply Impeccability in the Per- 
ſons on whom they are conferred, no nor In- 
fallibility in any other Points than zbo/e, in De- 


fence of which they are profeſſedly exerted. 
Dr. M. s. Connection of Religiolls Adoration to 
be paid to the Inſtruments, by which a Mira- 
cle is wrought, may be ſerviceable to the Cauſe 
of Popery, but is a Conceſſion in which I 
' ſhould think he w "ill not be joined * 8 ra- 
tional Proteſſat. 5 
His Attempt, under the third Head, is to in- 
validate the Credit of thoſe Fathers, whoſe 


Wi itings bear Witneſs to the Continuance of 


miraculous Powers in the primitive Church. 
And the Charge, which he advances againſt 
them, 18 Want of Ve et acity, or 0 f Judgment, 
or of both. * The apoſtolic Fathers, as bear- 
ing no direct Teſtimony to the preſent Queſ- 
„ tion, he is willing to let paſs as Men of 
great Piety, Integrity, and Simplicity,” but 
thoſe who are more poſitive to the Point in 
' Diſpute, are to appear under a different Cha- 
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Juſtin Martyr is the firſt that falls under 
his Cenſure. He has been ſo J in his Teſti- 
mony concerning the / quent Exerciſe of mi- 
raculous Powers that if bis Credit be not blaſt- 
ed, this Author's Opinion cannot be ſuppor t- 
ed. His Character therefore is attacked from 
his Pretence to Iuſpiralion, and fr rom the weak 
Expoſitions of Scripture, which he has! in ſome 

Places given, which yet he is faid to aſcr! ibe to 

Neue ation, (þ. 27, &c.) This is o capital a 
Charge, that the Author ſcemed ſenſible, that 
much of the Support of his Cauſe depends | 
upon it, and has po it not leſs than four 
Times, Pr of. p. 24, 25. Book p. 27,1 17,188.) 
Let us examine then, whether JU latin Martyr 
has ma ade any ſuch Claim as he is here reps _ 
ſented to have done; and has fall Jin any 
ſuch Manner as to forfeit his Credit. Dr. M. 
lays, (V. 27. ) «We have ſeen above that a mong 
© the many Endowments conferred in an ex- 
1 traordinary Manner on the primitive Chri- 
« ſtians, the Gift of ex pounding the . 
« Scriptures, or the Mylteries of God, 
. One.“ Now 1 in all the Paſſage ; that hot has 


cited before, I do not find a any ſuch Cla: ih : 


of an extraordinary Poy Wer of: ex pounding 105 | 
Holy Scriptures. Irencus Jet ſpeales of 
cr e the My ſteries Of Cod, but 3 
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not one Word of the Holy Ser iptures. And 
certainly a Man might have a Knowledge of 
the Chriſtian Myſteries ſupernaturally infuſed 
into him, or a happy Talent of explaining 
them particularly communicated to him, with- 
out an Infallibility of e all the Paſ- 
; ſages of the Old Teſtament. Indeed this 
Gift of expounding the former Ser iptures is 
even in the New Teſtament ſpoken of leſs 
clearly and diſtinctly, than any other ſuperna- 
tural Endowment; but is generally underſtood 
by Interpreters to mean an inſpired Kncxledge 
of the true Senſe of a particular Paſſage of the 
Prophets, for confirming or explaining ſome 
particular Doctrine of che Goſpel. This Gift 
ſeems to have been eccaſi onal only, owing, as 
he has deſcribed them all, to ſudden Impulles ; 
intended for the Uſe of Believers not of Hea- 
tens, (1 Cor. xiv. 22.) and ceafing very carly in 
the Church, as the Neceſſity of it did after the 
2 very firſt Exigency. Well, but Fuftin Martyr, 
ye are told, expreſly claimed this Privilege, 
and theſe are given as his very Words, “ that 
e the Gift of expounding the Holy Scriptures 
5 « was granted by the ſpecial Grace of God to 


e himſelf,” {(p. 27.) I will ſet down the whole 


Paſſage, and leave any one to judge whether 


there be the om of any ſuch Meaning. 
= The 


Fo]. 


The holy Martyr had juſt quoted that Text. 


of Scripture, wherein our Saviour himſelf lays, 


All Things are delivered to me of my Fa- 


ther, and no Man knoweth the Son but the 


Father, neither knoweth any one the Fa- 


<< ther fave the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him, (Mar. xi. 27.) He has there- 
fore revealed unto us,” (ſays he in the Sentence = 
cited by Dr. M.) „dall thoſe Things, which 
« we by his Grace have learned from the 
0 Holy Scriptures, knowing him to be the Firſt- 
Begotten of God, and to have exiſted be- 
"0 fore all Creatures, Sc.” 5 
vu d 00%. xα ο 10 vapor CES 15 
Napires vevomea pen, deres GUT0y reer roxo, 
ven ts Oe, v 1 TAYTWY TWY KT UT WY, Se. 
(Dial Par. II. p. 295. Ed. Jebb.) Theſe are 
literally the Words from whence this Author 
would perſuade us, that Fuftin claimed the 


* 


£ 


7 particular Gitt of expounding the Holy Scrip- 


tures, as granted by the Jpecial Grace of God 
10 himſelf; ; whereas he is neither ſpeaking „ 
himſe in particular, nor of any ſpecial Grace, 
but of the happy Knowledge, which all Ch = 
tians were bleſſed with by the Revelation of 
the Goſpel. But to confirm this Interpreta- ” 
tion, Dr. M. Cites two other Paſſages, which 
Jook { (and do but look) een more that 


Hz: „„ Way. 2 


7 Ares Ley & ” 
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Wa. The Giſt of theſe ne has only referred 


ty, but I ſhall tranſlate it at large, -* I will 


* endeavour to explain to you the Scriptures, 
<« without labour! ing to ſhew. merely any arti- 
e ficial Ornament of Language; for I have 
«© no Talent of that Sort, Hat Grace only 1s 


. given to me of God to underſtand the Scri ip- 


«tures; of which Grace I will pray that all 


% may. be freely and fully Partakers, that 1 
may not for this be liable to Judgment, in 


ie that Diſpenſation of it which God the 


Creator of all Things will exerciſe by my 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” Tpapes Uu avtope Ty 
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i Kopie ps Inos XPA o TonTns T&y cAwv Oels 
rote cdi. (Dial. Par. I. p. 172, 173.) He 
was not certainly obliged to pray that All 
might be 7aſpired, 30 he had ipoken of his 
oven Proficiency in the Scriptures in that Senſe ; 

but he thought himſelf bound to pray that All 
migbt be favoured with the Knowledge of 


thoſe facred Writings ; and that the Jews in 


particular, With whom | he Was difcourſing, 


w. ho 0 


FT 61 8 


who admitted Ti Anthority of the Old Teſ- : 


tament, might through Grace ſo far under- 
ſtand the true 1 of it, as to diſcern the 


Predictions of an univerſal Redecmer, and the x 
Completion of them in the Perſon and Offices . 
of Chriſt. Thi is is the Point that he labours 
. thr roughout the wW whole. Conference, wiſhes. 
them the Gra ace and Favour t! ut ht mſelf had 7 
received in the Diſcovery of a Sawour ; and 


intima tes that he thought that he ſhould ſin 


againſt the Lord, if bs ſhould ceaſe to pray 
807 them. — he other Citation from uſſtin 


alledged to the ſame Purpoſe, is as follows. 
The Mar tyr himſe If had cited A Paſſage from 


ta: ab, . hich his Few!, 


2 Companions 7 RR 
lowed to be of Weight, upon which. he 
replies, Can Jou ever think that we could 
« underſtand theſe Things in the Scriptures, 
if we had not rece ived the Grace to under 
ie ſtand: them from the Author of them?“ 
Ooh av pus n, 00 CHEN vEvoniuar 
SurnbIya s er ra¹ Dafa rab xæ, # 2 behuj ar 
my be, ur de Sher api To vo. 
Dial. Par. II. J. 344. The Jews acknou- 
ledged the ord; 2 y Grace and Afliſtance of 
the Holy : Sic , and: therefe Ore this Anſwer 
Was very proper and pertinent to them; nor 
. any thing more than an Expreſſion, (es 
Which cy cry 00d Chrillian | V ould have uſed 
Z = on. 
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on the Occaſion, without any Thought of 


laying Claim to any extraordinary Endowment. 
The Word yapis here uſed was not the Term 
by which a ſupernatural Gift was deſcribed, 


but was known to mean that ordinary Co-ope- 


ration of the Holy Spirit with our beſt En- 


Z deavours, which is common to all Believers. 
All Perſons of true Piety accuſtom themſelves 
to ſpeak of every Kind and Degree of their 

Proficiency as owing to he Grace of God, ac- 


cording to the plain Doctrine of Scripture, 


without ever intending to claim particular Di- 
rections or Inſpirations for that Purpoſe. In- 
deed as this Aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit is 

a Power added to the Strength of Nature, it 
may in ſome Senſe be called ſupernatural ; and 
it is a Proof of the Wiſdom and Caution of 
the primitive Writers, that there is no more 

Confuſion on ſuch a Subject; but that they 
have fo well diſtinguiſhed and preſerved the 
Diſtinction between m3 yapy and Tz gapio- 
HH, the ordinary Grace and the extraordi- = 
nary Endowments of the Spirit. Might not 
this Author more plauſibly have inſiſted on the 
Pretenſions of our Church to ſupernatural Af 
diſtance from that Petition in our Liturgy, that 
by the Divine Inſpiration we may think. 


ce thoſe Things that be Good, and by his mer- 


« ciful Guiding may perform the ſame,” than 


_ from 


Ta 
from Yuſtin Martyr's pious and bumble Ac- 
| knowledgment of the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace 
in any Progreſs that he had made in the Dit. 
covery or Eſtabliſhment of Truth? ) 
Since therefore this primitive Writer, a8 fir 
as appears, makes no ſuch Claim to any parti- 


8 cular Inſpiration in the Interpretation of Scrip- 8 
ture, all thoſe triumphant Arguments, and all 
thoſe ſevere Cenſures, which are built on it, 


fall of Courſe, and will turn out to the Diſ- 
advantage of the Dr. who ſo pompouſly urges | 
them. It will be a Caution to his Readers 
not to give implicit Credit to him any more 
than to thoſe vener able Writers whom he in- 
ſults, but to examine both with Care and Im- 
partiality. His own Suppoſition indeed and 
Account of the Miracles which he allows to 
be real, that © they were imparted only at 
the Moment of their Exertion, and notified : 
« by ſome ſpecial Impulſe to the Agent,” 
might have faved the Martyr's Credit, if he 
had really made ſuch Claim, For he might 5 


have been inſpired with the Senſe of one par- : 


ticular Paſſage for the preſent Conviction of a 
. Jew, and yet have been left merely to his own = 
; Reaſonings upon others, and thoſe Mentions 
of his Knowledge by Grace are introduced af- 


ter 28. rational Applications of Scripture. A 
: And 


2 R pu I 
— rr —— 
” 2 —— — 


[ 64 ] 


And now, ſhould we admit all the falſe. 


Opinions and weak Reaſonings, which he has 


collected and charged upon this Father, I do 
not ſee how they would affect his Credit as a 
Witneſs of Matter of Fact; which is the 
Caſe of his Teſtimony to the Continuance of 


miraculous Powers in the Church. Though | 
ſome of his Doctrines might be erroneous, ad 
ſome of his Arguments zacornclufioe, yet if he 


was a good Man that would not deceive others, 


and had common Senſe enough to judge of 
thoſe Things which came under the Evidence 
of his Reonſes, which 1s ſufficient Security 
againſt being decerved himſelf; then there is 
no Reaſon to except to his Evide be DE 


AM. has, I think, in the forementioned Inſtance 


of Juſtin's Claim to Hißpiration, fallen into a 


groſs Miſtake, which I ſhould have thought 


a Man of plain common Underſtanding Kd: 
been in little Danger of falling into; but 
though this leſſens my Opinion of his Fach. 
ment, yet it would not in the leaſt incline 
me to call in Queſtion his Feracity 1 in a Fact 
which he ſhould affirm of his own certain 
TY Knowledge. If therefore 7 FIG has ſome- 
times offered ſome improper Illuſtrations, fo- 


reign Emblems, wrong 3 and ill- 


grounded Traditions; if he has aſeribed 


1 871 


greater Authority to the 22 Oracles, the 
Septuagint Verſion, the Apochryphal Writings, 


and ſome ſpuricus Books; than either of them 
deſerved ; yet all theſe ſuppoſed Errors in 
Judgment cannot convince me, that he had 
neither Eyes, nor Ears, nor any Share of Un- 


derſtanding ; or that he could be fo ſenſeleſs as : 


to appeal to the Publick for the Reality of 


Miracles every Day w rought among them, if 
they had not been genuine and viſible to all. 

I wonder how this Gentleman can think Chri- 
ſtianity could have maintained its Ground at 
all, if its beſt Apologiſts had fixed it on ſuch _ 


a Foundation, as it would have been i in the 


Power of every one to have diſproved. 


But the two Points, in which he moſt tris 
umphs over Tuſtin, are in his fuppoſed Miſe 
takes concerning the Cells of the LXX Tan- 

laters of the Old Teſtament, and his Charge = 
of the Romans with the Worſhip of Simon 
Magus, which this Author calls plain and 


abvicus Facts, ( fe 41.) and infers, that one, 


Who was capable of being deceived in them, 


| could be no competent Judge of other Mat- 


ters. As to his calling the former 3 
N Story,” (P. 37.) there was too much Autho- Sh 

rity for it to treat it with ſoch Contempt. I 

Was currently believed in Fuſtin's Time, and 


if he ſaw ſuch Ruins at lexondria as bore 


— — 


[6] 
the FRY, of the Remains of fuch Cells, 


and it was confirmed to him by the Inhabi- 
tants of the Place upon ancient Tradition, 


that they were thoſe very Remains, tho' it be 
| ſuppoſed at laſt to be a Miſtake, yet J can- 


not ſee any Thing in the Account to invali- 


datc in the leaſt the Character of our Martyr. 
His Miſtake, (if it was his) in ſaying that 


3 ſent the Meſſage to Herod inſtead of 


Elcazar, was :pparcatly no more than a Slip 


of the Memory, or pothbly of the Pen; for I 


believe All who write much, have upon a 
Review found Miſtakes in Names in Points of 


Hiftory, which notwithſtanding they are very 
well acquainted with. Dr. M.'s ſhrewd Obſer- 


vation, that © Herod happened to live about 
- 5. 300 Years later than Ptolemy, ' would have 
proved to Demonſtration to a candid Inquirer, 


that Juſtin could not mean Herod the Great, 


and much leſs any of his Succeſſors of that 
155 Name. He had had ſo much Occaſion to en- 
quire into that Story, that it might be preſumed 
impoſſible that he ſhould be ſo much out in 
his Chronology ; but the very firſt Conjecture 
would have been, that there was ſome Miſtake 
in the Name. But moſt probably this Error 
was not the Authors but the T7 -anſeribers ; and 
whether done by Deſgn, thro' Ignorance as © "I 


Grabe conjectures, or by — thro' Inad- 
— ö de /lency, 


K 
Ver geney, as it might happen to any Scribe, is 
not material to determine. 


The other ſuppoſed Error which Dr. . | 


triumphs over, relates to the Charge of Wor- 


ſhipping Simon Magus, which, he ſays, © was 


N 


« tion,” he adds, © to which 7% in appeals, 
A were not dedicated to his Countryman 87 
non Magus, « 


e ancient Werlhip in Name, and of ſimilar 


Name, Semoni Sanco, as the Inſcription itſelf, 

e dug up about two Centuries ago, has clear- 
«by demonſtrated, (P. 40.) Vet others per- 
haps may require more Proof upon this Head 

than a bare Aﬀertion. Juſtin Martyr, when 

he wrote this Apology, was himſelf at Rome, = 
| where there were fo many Chriſtians, who 
could have informed him better, if he had 


himſelt made the Miſtake, that it 1s not cre- 


dible that he ſhould have perſiſted in it. 
: There are fo many Letters in the ſuppoſed This - 
ſcription, different, that if he could but read 
he could not well miſtake ; j and there were ſo 
many other Inſeriptions to Sein Sancus in 


_ Tab, that there was {till leſs Probability of it. 


Nay the Inſcription on the Statue, mentioned 


9 8 be dug up, expreſly lays, that it Was Ct rect. 


1 2 2 5 ed 


beyond all reaſonable Doubt a groſs Blun- / 
e der of Juſtin. The Statue and Inſcrip- 
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ed at the Charge of Sextus Pompeins. Now 


this Sextus Pomfeius happened (as the Dr. 
expreſſes it) to live before Simom Magus, 
which muſt prevent almoſt a Poſſibility 


of Juſtin's imagining, that the Statue, which 


he had erected, Was intended to the Honour 

of Simon Magus, Fuftin preſented this Apo- 
logy to the Emperor and Senate, wherein he 
had great Occaſion to uſe all poſſible Care, 


and an Error of this Kind could not but have 


been of great Diſſervice to his Cauſe. It 
would have been detected and exploded as 
ſoon as mentioned, and muſt have ſunk with 
its original Author. Whercas We ſind the | 
lame Charge of py ee Simen Magus 
continued by many of the primitive Fathers, 
and by St. Arflin in particular; who elſe- 
where mentions this Seo Sancus as the God 
of the Sabines, and was therefore leſs likely to 
confound them. ---But after all- ſuppoſe that 
his was a Miſtake ; the Fact will only then 
5 be, that there was a Statue, to which Adora- 
tion was paid, which by the Similitude of 
Names, and 5 by 4 een er, Belief of 5 


« certain fabulous Stories, which paſſed cur- 


© rent about this Si among the firſt Chri- 
2 0 ſtians,” (P. 40.) he miſtook for another Per- 
ſon; will there follow from hence any Im- 


peachment 


[ 69 ] 


peachment & 15 Veracity 2 Will it follow 


from hence, that he is not to be truſted in 
Matters which he could not but know; Which 
he ſpeaks of as being every Day 2 Witneſs to; 
which he inſiſts on that others might be as 
frequently and fully ſatisfied of, and which he 


challenges his Adverſaries to diſprove. 
Indeed Dr. M. could not have fallen up- 


on a more unfortunate Inſtance for the 
Charge of Superſtition and Folly than Juſtin 5 
Martyr. He had been a profeſſed Philos pher, 
had examined and gone through the ſeveral 
Sects of Philoſophy, | and had acquieſced | M 
the moſt rational of them all, till he met with 
till better Inſtr uction in the Inſtitution of 
Chr ftanity, He cannot be accuſed of Obſti- 5 
nacy or car y Pre} udices ; he had given up all 
to the Conviction of Reaſen, and followed that 
faithfully till it led him to the Profeſſion of 
the CON” He has given a very rational Ac- 


count of his own Converſion in one of his 
Apologies ; ad: if ſuch a Perſon, WhO gave 


up all former Prepoſſeſſions, and all future 
Proſpects in this World, to profeſs a Religion 15 
that coſt him his Life, and which forbids al! 
Falſhocd under Pain of Damnation, if ſuch _ 
2 Perſon, 1 ſay, 1 is not to be credited | in an Af. 


flair of Which he muſt know the Truth or 


 Falſhood. 
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Falthood, then there can be no Credit beyond + 
what we ſee and experience ourſelves, but 


there 1 is an End of all the Faith of Hiſtory. 


| Trenaus falls next under Cenſure, though 


N any Thing more is laid to his Charge 
than a Collection of falſe Opinions, which, if 
all admitted, are nothing to the Purpoſe as to 

the Point in Queſtion concerning his Atteſta- 
tion of miraculous Facts. If he 88 and 


propagated ſome Miſtakes by Tradition, if he 


allegorized ſome literal Parts of the Old Teſta- 
ment, according to the Cuſtom of the Age in 


which he lived, which was intended by Way 


"op. Dluftratiom and Admonition rather than 
tritt Proof or if on the other Hand he in- 
terpreted literally ſome figurative Parts or even 
Expreſſions of Scripture, (which ſeems to have 
given Occaſion to wrong Explanations of the 
Doctrine of the Millenium, to the O pinion of the 
Cohabitation of Angels with Namen, and ont 
others) yet how is his Character affected as : 
Witneſs in Things which came within his own 
| Knowledge ? If no one's Teſtimony be to be ad- 
mitted, till his Judgment be proved to be infal- 
ſible, we muſt give up all Inquiries into paſt 
5 Tranſactions, and feel our Way thro the World 
as well as we can. But it is faid, © Whoever 
1 forged the reſt of the ſpurious Traditions, 


LS e 


„ yet that which relates to the Old- Age of 


IE. Jeſus, the moſt ſolemnly atteſted of them 


all, and peculiar to Trenchils, may be fairly 
Bs preſumed to be his own Forge cry ; becauſe 
it was never em tbraced by any Body elſe, 
72 59.) Now in the firſt Place the Charge 


of his teaching the O!d Age of Fefus is not a 


fair Repreſentation. Trenauss Words are no 
more than that from the 40th and coth Year 
Lin declines towards che elderly State in 


which our Lord taught. 4 Tradrage/i 1119 


outem & quinquageſi mo 5 declinat Jam m--: 
etatem ſeni orem, quam. | bens Dominus no, er 


docebat, (Lib. II. C. 39.) All that can ſtrietly OS 
be inferred from hence is, that Irencus thought 
that our Lord was turned of 40, or between 
40 and Fo, which 18 much improved by 3 
Dr. M. who charges it as an Affirmation 

« that our Saviour lived to an old Age, or 


56. Was 50 Years old at the leaſt, ” (P. 45. T” He 


had ſunk 3 in his Citation the former Part of 

the Words, that from the 40th Year Life de- 
lined, and mentions only the 5orb that he 
might make the molt of the Objection. But 


that we ought rather to adhere to the former 


Part of that Sentence, and interpret this Fa- 
ther's judgment of the Age of Chriſt by that, 
-If probable from the Method in which it is 


introduced. 
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introduced. It was in Oppoſition to thoſe, 
who thought that our Saviour compleated no 
more than Fhirty Vears, which Vencus, in 
the Sentence preceding, calls the Age of youth- 

ul Diſpoſition, till it reaches to 40. But from 


40 and afterwards it advances to a maturer Age, 


Which was that of our Saviour. —Yes, but he 
 fays that the Goſpel and all the Ancients taught 
this, which Dr. M. ſays « js as certainly falſe 


< as the Goſpels are true, (. 46.) But the very 


Mention of the Goſpel, and the determinate 
Ange here ſpoken of, pretty clearly point out 
from whence he, or thoſe from whom he re- 
cCeived it, were let into this Error. The Ob- 
jection of the Jeus to our Saviour, 0 John viii. 
„ $95] ghar be was not yet 50 Years old, would 
| eaſily lead Men to ſuppoſe, that he was be- 
| tween 40 and 50 at that Time, and the Hiſ- 
| tory of his After-Tranſactions might poſſibly 
| incline them to be elieve, that he did live to 
compleat that Age; and I make no Doubt 
but that many, who. have heard the Goſpels 


read in Publick, and have not particular ly ex- 


amined them, have formed the ſame Conclu- 
ſion. As to the Tradition Irencus does not 

aſſert it to be ſo UNANIMOUS as Dr. M. repre- 
ſents him to do. He only fays, that all, that 

ved n met with St. John in Aſia, teſtified that this 


Was 


[731 


as his Doctrine; and that ſome aid they 
had heard the fare from other of the Apoſtles, 
Ones ſeniores teſtantur, qui in Aſia apud Foan- 
nem Diſci pulum Domini convenerunt, id ipſum 
tradidiſſe eis Foannem, -== . Quidam autem eorum 
nom ſolum Joannem, ſed et ali os Apoſtolos viderunt, 
& bac cadem ab ipſis audierunt, & teftantur de 


hujuſmodt Relatione. ( bid. 3 Theſe All probably 8 


might mean no more, than All that he had 


heard fpeak of 1, which might be Papias and 
a few of his Followers, who might eaſily, as 
well as ſome others, miſunderſtand the Expo- 
ſitions of the forecited Text. But after all, 
N the Teſtimony cited was never ſo unanimous, 
"I may be cleared I think of any Faiſhood 
or even Mz Hale, unleſs we ſtretch Tenæuss 
Words on Purpoſe | to ſupport the Charge. 
He ſays, thoſe, who had ſeen others of the 
Apoſtles as well as St. Joln, heard theſe 
ſame Things from them. Theſe ſame J. hings 


may, nay mu q allude to che Subſtance of his 
' whole Diſcourſe, which was to prove that our 


Saviour's Miniſtry continued above one Year 

5 againſt ſome, who had ſo confined it: "Rnd - 
he might well lay claim to Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion in Confirmation of this general Truth. 


here was no Occaſion therefore for Dr. 2 3 
by 8 Aſtoniſhment or Dr. . 5 Exultation upon 2 
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it in this triumphant Citation from him, „ Be. 


ac 


hold here, according to Trenaus, how all the 
Elders of Aſia teſtify with one Voice, that 


xc 


«© they had received from St. John and the 


4 


other Apoſtles, a Tradition concerning a 


Fact manifeſtly falſe ! Behold an Apoſtolic 


0 


Man, profeſſing to prove from St. Jobns 
Goſpel, Things not only contradictory to 
that Goſpel but to the Articles of our 


i 


E 


Creed, (P. 46.) But had they obſerved 
That this Reference to Tradition occurs in the 
Concluſion of the Chapter, after he had 
finiſhed his Arguments on this Point, and that 
it is expreſſed in the Plural Number, as if : 
Care had been taken that it might not be un- 
derſtood of the ſingle Point of our Lord's be- 
ing between 40 and 50, but of the ſeveral = 
_ Circumſtances of his Miniſtry, which proved 
it to be of longer Continuance than ſome had 
repreſented ; when it is ſaid at the End of 
all, that theſe ſame Things were confirmed by 1 
the Authority of the other Apoſtles, this may _ 
fairly be underſtood of the general Heads of 
_ "the Diſcourſe, and with Reſpect to Them, * 
ſuch Tradition may be juſtified, and will . 
ther contradict the Goſpel nor the Articles of 
our Creed. But Dr. M. who ſeldom finds 
an Error in theſe primitive Writers but he 


improves 


9-7 
improves it for them, adds that Irenzus at- 
tempts © to prove from the Reaſon of the 
"BE Thing, that as Chriſt came to fave all Men, | 
„ ſo it was neceſſary that he ſhould paſs 
through all the ſeveral Stages of Life, that 
«HE might be a Pattern to them All,” (p.. 45: * 
But there is not a Word of this Neceſſity in 
Trenaus. Upon Suppoſition of the Fa& in- 
deed he illuſtrates this Uſe of it; but does not = 


argue, as here repreſented, that it was ante- 
cedently requiſite that it ſhould be ſo. Nay, 
as if with a premeditated Caution, he avoids 


- any Mention of Old Age, uſes only a Term of : 


the comparative Degree to expreſs a maturer 


i Age than that of Touth, and goes no farther ” 


in his Repreſentation. | The ſame Term again 
he uſes in ſpeaking of the Age of Chriſt that 
” ſeniorem Atatem babens docebat, meaning that 
he was paſſed the youthful Stage of Life, and 
was arrived at a more advanced Age, when he 
exerciſed his Miniftry, than thoſe. admitted, 
N againſt whom he was arguing. — After all, if 
he muſt be underſtood to mean that our Savi- 
our was at leaſt between 40 and 50. (which 
is as much as. his Words can be forced to 
mean) and that all that he heard of atteſted 
this, then I fay ſuch a Miſtake might very 
cafily happen, and being re confrmed 
8 K 2 : by 
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by the Sound of the Text forecited, might < 


_ eaſily paſs in Oral Tradition without being 
contradicted, till Treneus's publick Mention 
of it; (and all this without any Forgery) 


and this very Mention of it by him might 


give Occaſion to canvaſs the Queſtion, ex- 


plode this Notion, and ſettle the Truth. Dr. 


” obſerves (P. 59.) that © this Opinion was 
never embraced by any Body elſe,” from 
' whence I would obſerve contrary to his Sug- 
f geſtion f p. 58.) that the Primitive Writers did 
not implicitly follow one another; but were ca- 
pable of difcerning and deſirous of avoiding Miſ- 
takes: And this is a Confirmation of their Teſ- 
timony where they do follow each other, as 
jn the formentioned Charge of the Worthip of . 
| 85 men Magus. - 


He fays © he has been the fuller. in open- 


ing the Characters and Opinions of Fuſtin 
C6 A Trenceus, that he might fave himſelf the 
Trouble of inlarging i in the ſame Manner 
on the Reſt,” (P. 54.) But if he has no 

more to tay of the Reſt than he has made |} 
a good againſt them, I cannot think that their 
Credit will ſuffer much among any, who will 
give themſclves the Trouble to look into their 
Characters. Nay I flatter myſelf that this 

| Controverſy will turn out for their Honour. 


For 


1 77) 


For as he has collected the weakeſt Parts of | 
their Writings on Purpoſe to expoſe” them, 


| thoſe, who on no better Motive than Curioſity, 
are drawn in to read them, will probably * 


| ſurprized, after ſuch # Repreſentation, to find 
many ſolid Reaſonings, correct Compoſitions, 
Cautions againſt Credulity, ſtrong Proofs of 
| Difintereſledneſs and Contempt of the World, 
and the whole enlivened with a Spirit of Piety, FE 
which the Reader cannot but feel in a diffe- ; 
rent Manner than in the Peruſal of After 
Writings: And upon the Whole will be little 
inclined to think a few Miſtakes in Opinion 
can give any Juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect their Vera- 


city, when their Lives and Deaths were devo- 185 
ted to the Cauſe of Truth. 5 


There is nothing more offered. under this © 


third Head, eln I think affects the preſent 
| Queſtion. There is a looſe Declamation about 


Tradition from P. 58. to 66. from thence to | 


5. 71. there is an Attempt made upon the 
Faith of all Hiſtory by ſhewing that thoſe, 
who. could believe Witches and Conjurers, 
are not worthy to be believed themſelves in 
any Thing : But J cannot think that theſe In- ts 
ſinuations 1 formal Anſwers, V 
He © proceeds” 05 72.) to his fourth g ge- 
neral Head, dane, = Is to take a Review of 
m all 


4 
all the ſeveral Gifts or miraculous Powers, 
te which were actually claimed, or pretended 
e to have been poſſeſſed by the primitive 

mp Church.” And the firſt that he inſtances 
In is that of ra hang the Dead, which Træneus 
ſays was frequently performed on neceſſary Oc- 


. * 


egſons. There 18 great Streſs to be laid on 


this Cauſe. Dr. M. before the Page is finiſh- 
ed, repreſents it, as if Treneus had affirmed, 
that it was frequent in every Pariſh or Place 
where there was a Chriſtian Church; and 
then expreſſes his Aſtoniſhment, that ag 
ſhould be ſcarce an Inſtance of it upon Re- 


cord in the three firſt Centuries. Now the 


| ſuppoſed Frequency of this Miracle might 
have been the very Reaſon why particular In- 
ſtances might not be recorded, fince all were 

equally extraordinary and had no diſtinguiſh- 
ing Circumſtances. But as Ireneus limits this 


Miracle to neceſſary Occaſions, the Frequency 


ſpoken of could be only comparative and it is 
very poſſible, that they might not make ſuch 
a2 Noiſe in the World as to be celebrated by 
al the Hiſtorians of thoſe Times.---Beſides, 
Ibo ſhould be expected to record theſe In- 
ſtances? Heathen Hiſtorians would not if they 
had known and believed them, for it would have 
pa been an Act of Self. Condemnation in them; 


neither 


791 


neither would Chriſtian Hiſtorians, (if ſuch : 
there had then been) for this would have been 
drawing down unneceſſarily Perſecution upon 
thoſe particular Perſons, when the general Aſ- 
ſertion would ſerve the Purpoſe of their Ar- 
gument as well. But when Jrencus himſelf 
accounts for it, why Miracles of this Sort 
made no greater Noiſe in the World, and ef- 
pecially by the Heathen Hiſtorians, and why 
they had no greater Effect, namely, that the 
| Pagans were prepoſſeſſed with a Notion of 
the Vnpaſſibiliey of the Thing in itſelf, ſo per- 
verſe again is this Objector, that he makes 
this Opinion of the Heathens an Argument Ig 
againſt the Reality of this Miracle among the 
Chriſtians. © A ſure Proof,” fays he, © that 
they had never ſeen or known it to be done, 
ec unleſs in ſuch a Manner as carried with it 


« a ſtrong Suſpicion of Fraud or Collufion,” | 


s. 73.) Whereas this Prepoſſefſion was the 
very Thing which prevented their attending 
to or looking into them at all; for they could 

not think that they needed particular Circum- 
ſtances to diſprove. that which TOY. Cong - 


Impeſſh ble in itſelf. 


His next Objedtion - is more plaaſble, 
and is indeed the moſt | to his Purpoſe = 
of any in his whole Performance. Me: 

firs od Theophilus . of Antioch, in the ſe- 


ke * cond : 
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&* cond Century being challenged by Autolys 
< cus an eminent Heathen, to ſhew him but 
one Perſon who had been raiſed from the 
« Dead, on the Condition of turning Chri- 
< ſtan himſelf upon it, was not able to un- 
dertake it, (p. 73.) I would obſerve then 
| that this Account being drawn from the Wri- 
tings of Theophilus himſelf, nothing can be a 
ſtronger Proof of the Openneſs and Sincerity 
of theſe primitive Writers than the Inſertion 
of ſuch a Piece of Hiſtory. It ſhews that 


RN 


— 


they did not diſguiſe or conceal any Thing, 


 tvhich might be turned to their Diſadvantage, 


or pretend to more than they were able to per- 


form. It confirms the Pretenſions, which the 
fame Theophilus did make, and particularly 
where he ſpeaks of the Diſpoſſeſſion of De- 


mons by common Chriſtians, and of their 


Confeſſions of their own State and Nature.--- _ 


—. 81 would obſerve farther, that according to this 


that they were imparted only at the Mo- 


e ment of their Exertion, which by fome ſpe- 


« cial Impulſe was notified at the ſame Time 

« to the Agent,” (Pref. p. 23.) there would be 

little Difficulty in this Caſe. It would only fol- 
low that Th-ophits felt no ſuch ſpecial Im- = 
; pull to work this Miracle for the Satisfaction 


of 


[ 8: ] 
of Autolyens ; and why this was not commu- 
nicated to him for the Benefit of that parti» 


cular Perſon, is entring into the Councils of 


Providence, who might have good Reaſons 


for not vouchſafing this Method of Conviction 
to him. We might as well ask, why Chriſt 
did not deſcend from the Croſs for the Con- 
viction of the Spectators, who declared they 
would believe on him if he did, after they 
| had withſtood the Evidence of Miracles and 
Prophecies. The fame Conſideration may 


greatly contribute to clear up the ſuppoſed = 
Difficulty in this Caſe, according to the Faith ES 


of Miracles as before deſcribed as being a - 
rational Faith, or a proper Judgment of the = 


Suitableneſs of the Occafion to undertake the 


Working of a Miracle, in Conſequence of the 
general Promiſe of ee Aſſiſtance. 
After the other Evidence that had been offered 
to Autolycus, it might not be judged proper to 
offer a Miracle for his Conviction ; and there 
are ſome Circumſtances i in the Account, which 5 
clearly enough ſuggeſt this to be the Caſe. 1 
do not think that either Dr. M. or my F ather 
(whom he quotes on this Occaſion) have ta- 
ken the Caſe rightly. They both repreſent it, 
as if Autolycus had called on Theophilus to 
thew him but c one Per fon that had been raiſed 
I: from ü 
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from the dead, (that is, had been formerly raiſed) 
and that Theophilus diſcovers by his Anſwer, 
that he was not able to give him that Satiſ- 


faction: And then my Father goes on to 


ſhew, that by the Diſtance of Time all thoſe, 


whom Ireneus had ſpoken of before, might 


probably be now dead the ſecond Time. 
But this was really not the Senſe of Autoly- 
cuss Demand. We may be ſure from his 
Character and Method of objecting, that it 
would have been no Satisfaction to him, only 
to have been ſhewn a Perſon, and to have been 
told that he was formerly raiſed from the Dead; 
he would have diſtruſted the Account, and 
might as well have believed upon their gene- 
ral Claim of Miracles, as upon a Repo to 


which he was not Witneſs himſelf. His plain 


Meaning was to deſire, that he might be 


made an Eye-Witneſs to ſuch an extraordinary 


Event; and Theophilus anſwers clearly to this 
Senſe I his Demand. The whole Paſſage 
runs thus: © Farther, you deny the Refurrec- 1 
2 9: as of the Dead. For you ſay, thew me 


even one raiſed from the Dead, on the Sight 
« of. which I will believe. But in the firſt 


Res Place, what great Thing 15 it, if you do 
« believe what you ſee yourſelf? ? Farther, if 


2 v0 


tek 


A 
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that was killed with Lightning, was raifed 


e again: Can you disbelieve the Things which 
ce are reported to you by God Himſelf: ? In : 
like Manner if I ſhould ſhew you One raiſed 

from the Dead, and {till living, even. this 

<« you would disbelieve ;” and then goes 700 

to ſhew, that God had even in the Works of : 


Nature and Providence, given ſufficient Evi- 


dence of the Poſſibility and even Probability of 


0" Reſurrection. AD NK To. epracar os : 
Epo: eyeipear @hs ap, Hel gor 4 NEV οe 


yepiyre 7 ex verge, iyz J, ric eig. Tipyrer 
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N Lora, K* 1890 . I. nes. © e vw | 
Oegos cot ro erh, enten ts. 10 
ic eνO avry, N. (TBeopb. Antioch, ad 
 Autol. Lib. I. p. 34. Ed. Ox.) This is the 5 
whole Paſſage, and I think it is plain that Ks - 
miſrepreſented by Dr. M. in ſeveral Points. 
In the firſt Place Aut focus did not offer to 
turn Chriſtian, if he could ſee one that had 
been raiſed from the Dead. He Was ſveaking oh 


I 2 „ only 
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you can Pele that Hercules, that burned 
himſelf, does ſtill live; ; and that Eſculapius, 
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only of that one Point of the Reſurreftion, 
which at preſent he denied, but owned he 
would believe, if he could fee an Inſtance of 


it. Theophilus anſwers, that this would not 


properly be Belief ; whereas if the other had 
engaged to receive the Chriſtian Faith on the 
Sight of ſuch a Miracle, this Anſwer would 
not have been pertinent. F rom the fame Re- 
ply it 1s evident, that Autolyeus inſiſted on 


ſeeing the Perſon actually raiſed in his Pre- 


fence, (as indeed we ſhould in common Rea- 
ſon preſuppoſe) otherwiſe he mult in this Caſe | 
5 have believed inuch more than he had ſeen. 
But Theophilus proceeds very rationally to ſhew 
him his Inconſiſtency in believing leſs credible 
Things! in the Pagan Theology upon leſs Evi- 
done. and then affires him poſitively, that 
he deco wed himſelf in Simi that even 


this Proof would be ſatisfactory ; ; for he tells 


him, that if ſuch a Miracle were w. rought 1 


his Preſence, yet he would find ſome Wor or 


other to evade it. Ile would probably have 


ſuggeſted that there was a Co ifederacy between 


Phe or have imputed the Recovery to the 
Force of Art, or have offer d ſome ſuch Eva- 


fion as hardned Infidelity can always ſug geſt. | 
Thi. was the State of Autolycns's Mind, as 


drawn by one who well knew him : And 


whe ther 


1 


whether it was proper to offer a Miracle for 
the Conviction of ſuch an one; or whether 


the not doing it will be a Proof that the 15 
Power itſelf was withdrawn, may fairly be : 


left to the Judgment of the Impartial. 


The next Gift, which he propoſes to re- 
view, is that of healing the Sick. Here the 


Method, which he has preſcribed to his An- 


ſwerers, (Pref. p. 34.) had been uſed before- 3 
hand; the Perſons Healing and Healed are 
5 ſpecified, and ſome ſpecial Benefit of the Mi- 
racle credibly reported. 2. ertullian tells us, 
that a Chriſtian called Proculus cured the 
Emperor Severus of a certain Diſtemper by 
the Uſe of Oyl: For which Service that Em- 
, per or was favourable after wards to the Chrifti- 
ans, and kept Praculus as long as he lived in 
his Palace, (5. 75. Another altas is ſub- 
joined of other Cures in the ſame Method, 
but this furniſhes him with an Objection, : 
that © theſe Cures may be accounted for 


ec probably without a Miracle, through the 


c natural Power and Efficacy of Oyl, ” (þ.76.) þ 
2 This he obſerves has been found i in our Days 


to be greatly medicinal in one particular Caſe; 


from whence he would infinuate that it might 
be ſo in all the various Inſtances of Perſons fick 
to haue been healed in this Method. This Ob- 


jetions 


— Ok Ju 2 .- ww 
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jection, had it come from the Mouth of a pro- 5 
feſſed Unbeliever, had only been ridiculous, 

but it is not decent in a Chriſtian that recol- 
lects that this very Method was preſcribed by 


an Apoſtle in the Caſe of miraculous Cures, 


( Jam. v. 14.) and from thence grew into Uſe | 
in the Church. 


The other Argument under this Head i is, that 


the Heathens themſelves pretended to this Gift, 


(P. 76.) and therefore the Pretence of Chri/ti- 


ans to a miraculous Power 1 in healing Diſeaſes, _ 


could have little Effect towards making Pro- 
ſelytes among thoſe who pretended to the ſame 
Gift, (p. 77.) I ſhould think on the contrary, 
that nothing could be : more proper for their 
Conviction than a Claim of ſuperior Power 
in the fame Way; which might detect their 
Pretenſions, if falſe, and if they were real, 
might ſhew the mightier Hand of God be- 
yond that of inferior Agents. Nor can any 
Thing prove more to this Purpoſe than the 
Inſtance before given. Doubtleſs the Heathen 


"=M mperor had tried the Pretenders of his own 


Religion before he admitted ry Chriſtian to 
prove his Claim, and it is no Wonder that it 


5 De produced the Effect before ſpoken of. Dr. 5 


M. adds, that © unleſs in this Caſe we know 
© more La the Bounds betys cen Nature 


$6 and — 
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* and Miracles, we cannot pay any great Re- | 

2 gard to ſuch Stories,“ (. 80.) I am ſorry 
to find ſuch Arguments produced againſt the 
Miracles of the primitive Church, as Infidels 
uſe againſt thoſe of the Apoſtolical Age; and 
the proper Anſwer to both is, that Scepticiſm 
is endleſs, whilſt real Facts will admit of rea- 
ſonable Evidence, by which all reaſonable Per- a 


ſons will be determined. 


From 5. 80, to P. 6. we ae a Diferta- 7 
tion on the Caſe of the Demoniacs, which is a 


Caſe attended with ſome Difficulties; but this 


is a Queſtion that has been largely diſcuſſed 


not long ſince, to which I cannot preſume to 
add any Thing. I ſhall only obſerve, that the 
Inſinuations under this Head would hold as 
ſtrongly, if they are of any Force, againſt the - 


Scriptural Caſes as againſt others. 


Ide Caſe of Prophetic Viſions takes up All 
more Pages from 96 to 1 16, though it is by 5 
: his « own Confeſſion the leaſt to the Purpoſe of. 


any: He himſelf having before obſerved © that : 


« Gifts of this Sort were merely Perſonal, and - 
do not therefore in any Manner affect or re- 
A late to the Queſtion now before us,” (p. 10.) 
As to his Collection of Caſes under this Head, 
fome of them ſeem worthy of a Divine Inter- 


„ Pofiion, 
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poſition, and I ſee little more than Dr. Ms | 
Suſpicions to prove any of them Fe lle, much 8 


leſs to be defigned Frauds. 


On the Gift of expounding the Scripte 5 
( P. 116.) he advances nothing but what had 
been ſaid before, and has been e an- 


ſwered. 


On the Gift 4 Wee he fs; 4. 119, 120, 
x that ce Trengus, Who particularly mentions this 
£2010 Gift, and aſcribes it liberally to others, ap- 
8 pears to have been in great Want of it him- 
ſelf for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
* his own Dioceſe among the Celtæ or Gauls; 
6c where, as Dr. Cave interprets his Words, it 
was not the leaſt Part of his Trouble, that 
he was forced to learn the Language of the 
8. Country, a rude and barbarous Dialect, be- 
« fore he could do any Good upon them,” 
(p. 119, 120.) He mentions this in ſuch a 
Me.anner as to ſhew, that he was conſcious that 
5 Dr. Cave had here made a Miſtake, and ſaid 
more for Trencus than ever he had ſaid for 
himſelf; yet becauſe it ſounded for his . 
poſe, he could not paſs over it. Trenaus 8 
Words literally are, But you Will not ex- 
pect from us, who reſide among the Gaul, 


« and are chiefly engaged i in a barbarous Dia- 


2 < keQ, any artificial pen © of Words 
e « which 
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* which we have not learned, nor the Force 
* of an Orator which we have not aimed at, 


nor any Ornament of 8 tyle or perſuaſive 


« Eloquence which we are not acquainted 
ec with, but you will receive with Fr iendſhip, _ 
* and yourſelf improve thoſe Things which 
<« are written to you with Fr iendſhip, plainly, 5 
 lincerely, and in a Manner peculiar to the 
„Language in which they are written.” | 
vx eig, ls Tap no, dy br Kegels 
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ce dura Tape, orxurp. (Iren. Pref, ad Lib. 


I. P. 3, 4.) Theſe are the very Words; and if 
any Man can find out in them, that Jrencus 
was put to Difficulties in learning the Lan- ES 
guage of the Gauls, he will diſcover what * 
| cannot ſo much as perceive is alluded to, The 
Words have no Reference at all to that Queſ- 5 
tion; and if we were to draw Inferences from 
them, I think they would rather incline to the 
contrary. Dr. M. did not chuſe to take this 
Interpretation upon himſelf, but leaves it upon 


1 5 De. 
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"0 Cave, and we muſt place it among the 
few Overſights of that excellent Writer. 
But if this be a groſs Miſtake, and nothing to 
his e he makes an Obſervation of his 
own on this Head, which he thinks of Impor- 5 
tance. It is not credible,” he ſays, © that 


3.2 Gift of ſuch eminent Uſe ſhould intirely n 


© ceaſe, while all the reſt were ſubi fiſting in 
full Vigour and abounding every Day more 
“ and more. If according to the common 
. Hypotheſis, we admit them all to be true, 
de it is not potitble, 23-1095: to imagine any 
* Cauſe why this in particular ſhould be 
« withdrawn and the reſt continued,” (5. 126.) 
Now beſides that he here takes a Point for 
granted, which he has by no Means proved, 
Fa namely, that the Gift of Tongues had then 
ceaſed, yet if we were to allow the Fact, we 
ſhould not allow his Obſervation upon it ; for 


00 


t is not only poſſible but eaſy to aſſign a good 


Cauſe, why this Gift in particular might be 


_— withdrawn and the reſt continued. If the 


Deſign of Miracles was, as Dr. M. nee 


allows, to root out inveterate Prejudices, then 


thoſe, which were moſt likely to have this 
Effect, were moſt proper to be continued. 


But the Gift of Tongues, though as miracu- = 


lous as * in itſelf, and particularly uſeful in 
— — enabling 


enabling the firſt Pfeict e to el to Perſons 


of all Nations and Languages, yet was the 
leaſt convincing of any to Gainſayers, unleſs 
as in the Caſe of the Apoſtles, they knew their 
Perſons and Education before-hand.. They. _ 
could not otherwiſe be ſure whether it might | 
not be the Effect of Art and acquired Learn- 


ing rather than of Inſpirati 1. The Know- 


ledge of many Languages might i in Strangers 


be the Effect of ſupernatural Infuſion, or the 


natural Reſult of Labour and Induſtry. Either 
Way it might be ſerviceable in the Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, but could be no Proof an- 
zecedently to the Unconverted. As ſoon un this 
Uſe of it ceaſed, or was attainable by human 
Means, the ſupernatural Gift itſelf ceaſed alſo;:.: 
and ee ceaſed the Firſt of Any. When 
the Apoſtles and others the firſt Martyrs 8 
Chriſtianity, qualified with this Endowment, 
had once propagated the Goſpel, and made 
Conv erts in many Places, the Natives of thoſe 
Places were able to carry on the E Deſign, and 
without any Miracle were qualified to teach 
their own Countrymen | in the ſeveral Lan- 
guages wherein th 208 were born. Thoſe only, 5 
who became Miſſic cnartes to foreign Countries, 
had Occaſion for this Gift, a: ſuch could 
not offer it as Evidence to thoſe who knew 
„. nothing 
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nothing of them. And whereas this Author 


 fays, © the Gift of Tongues is not eaſily coun- 


e terfeited, and therefore was dropped fo 
« carly in the Primitive Ages, (P. 1210) the 
very contrary of this is true. It was caſy to 
be pretended to, when they went among 
Strangers, where they could not be diſproved; = 
and even among others ſuch a Fraud was 
more caſily practicable by Means of private | 
Study and Application, than in almoſt any 
Other Kind of Miracle. The Inferences, which 
he has drawn from his ow n Suppoſition, being 
5 apparently founded on a Miſtake, 08. no 
| particular Confutation. 

Thus has he reviewed the foveral Gifts 5 i 
ken of in the Primitive Times, and 2 attempted 
to ſhew the Hicredibility of them, with what 

Siucceſs, let Impartiality determine. The next 
ha which I find to his Purpoſe is, (P. 130, 
e.) where he charges St. < hryfoflom : 
Ks St. Auſtin with Inconſiſtency and wilful 
Falſhood, in allowing that Miracles were 
ccaſed, and yet relating ſome that happened 
0 their own Time. The Diſtinctian, I think, 


is very plain and obvious, and they have even 


expreſſed it themſclves, that the ſtanding or- 

dinary Power of w orking Miracles in 8 

of Chriſtianity was ceaſed, tho” they thought 
ſome 


1 


ſome Inſtances ſcill remained of ſupernatural 


Interpotitions in particular Caſes for per- 


ſonal Comfort, Direction or Admonition. | He 2 
then inſerts many Stories rather for the Diver- 


gon of his Reader than the Support of his 


Ar gument; arguing now and then from the 
Superſtition of the Age that nothing was to be 
credited, and Ginetivtes. even from the Incre- 
dulity of it, that they had found out the 
Cheat. With this two-edged Weapon he at- 
tacks and rid! cules all the "Accounts that he 
introduces, till he comes to the Story of S- 
mieon Stylites, over which he triumphs beyond 
Meaſure. But the chief Foundation of his 
Triumph depends upon a Connection of his 
own, that his ſuppoſed Miracles were wrought CE 
in Juſtification of the Peculiarities of his Hiſ- 
tory. © This,” ſays he, © is the Account in 
_ « ſhort of Sine Stylites, the bare Recital of - 
« which, tho' atteſted by ten Theodorets, muſt 
«© needs expoſe the Abſurdity of believing that 
it could in any Manner be ſuggeſted or Y 
bt rected by Divine Inſpiration,” (J. 168.) But 
the Queſtion will be, Who ever ſuppoſed that 
it was? His Miracles were never pretended to 
be wrought! in Confirmation of the Prudence 
or Piety of ſpending his Life upon a Pillar. 
But if, as Theodor et re, « his ſingular 
— Aufteritie : 
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ec Auſterities kad ſpread his Fame tho the 
World, fo that People of all Nations and 
6 Languages flocked to him in Crouds from 
c the remoteſt Parts of the Earth, from Spain, 
and Gaul, and even Britain itſelf, then, 
if on ſuch Occaſions Providence thought fit 
--— ty him to work Miracles for the Converſion. 
of ſome to the Chriſtian Faith, or the Con- 
firmation of others in it; or for the Refor- 
mation of the Wicked, or Confirmation of the 
virtuous Believer, it will require other Argu- 
ments than the Dr. has yet produced to ſhew 
that this Suppoſition is incredible, or that ſuch _ 
- 0 Interpoſition by ſuch an Inſtrument would 


. be unworthy the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Providence. 


He next exults upon a e that 


he has diſcovered, which he thinks under- 
mines at once all that Dr. Berriman has ſaid 
on the Miracle wrought on that Orthodox So- 
ciety of Chriſtians in Africa, whoſe Tongues : 
Hunneric the V. andal ordered to be cut out; 
and who afterwards were enabled to ſpeak ar- 
ticulately and diſtinetly without their Tongues. 
This Circumſtance is, that © in the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences at Paris drawn 5 
Kup by an eminent Phyſician, there is a par- 
* ticular Account Liv en of a Girl born with- 
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out a Tongue, who yet talked as Aiftindtly 
and caſily as if ſhe had enjoyed the full Be- 
nefit of that Organ; and there is a Re- 
ference to a Story of the like Nature told 
eighty Years before,” (p. 184.) The fol- 
flowing Paragraph is the triumphant Reſult of 
this Dilbovery: - „Let our Dr. then defend 
« this Miracle with all the Power of his Zeal 
and Learning: Let him urge the Teſtimo- 
nies of Senators, Chancellors, Biſhops, 
08 Archbiſhops, and Popes ; ; of Perſons Who 
had too much Learning and Judgment to 
be deceived in fo important a Fact, tho' 
they lived an hundred Vears after it; off 
Aneas allo of Gaza, who opened their very = 
Mouths to make his - Obſervations with 
more Exactneſs; Yet the humble Teſti- 
mony of this ſingle Phyſician, grounded on 
real Experiment, "ſt overturn at once all 
his pompous Liſt of dignified Authorities, 
and convince every Man of Judgment, that 
« this pretended Miracle, like all the other 
* Fictions, which have been impoſed upon TY 
the World under that Character, owed. 8 
whole Credit to our Ignorance of the 
Powers of Nature, (p. 18 5.) Now as he 
has paſſed Sentence before-hand, I muſt con- 


teſs noe to be. a Man of 1 no e Jodgment, PR Es 
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| 1 tre not the leaſt Connection between his Re- 
lation and his Ines ence, between the Truth of 
the one Hittory from Paris, and the Falſhood 
of the other from Africa. If this Gentleman 
could any Way have turned it to the Account 
of his Argument, he could have found out 
many Reaſons to queſtion the humble Tefti- 
mony of this ſingle Phyſician, and to doubt the 
Reality of the Experiment; but admitting it 
to be as certain as he pleaſes, how does this af- 
fect the Caſe of the Miracle reported and urged 
by Dr. Berry man, or ſhew that its whole Cre- 
dit was owing to. our Tenorance of the Powers 
of Nature? T hoſe, who have hitherto wrote 
againſt the Dr. S hiſtorical Account, have dwelt 5 
on the Incredibility of reſtoring a Faculty with- 
out the Organ, and called this % Miracle of 
06 Miracles ;” whereas now it ſeems there was 
nothing at all miraculous in the Caſe, 1 
Nature itſelf is ſufficient to the Purpoſe. Now 
jf the Dr. will own that he does in Earneſt 
believe, that Men may talk as well without 
Tongues as with, 1 ſhall think that they do 
him great Injuſtice who charge Incre. dulity to 
his Account; and that he is very rational and 
cConſiſtent in rejecting this Relation as no Mi- 
racle. But if he will not own this, if he ad- 
mits the Tongue to be (g 6 generally ſpeaking) the 


Organ a; 


Organ of 1 if the Inſtance referred to 
in the Pariſiun Academy H Sciences be (if true) 
a ſingular and extraordinary Caſe; if it be 
thought poſſible, that among Thouſands of 
Thouſands a Mouth may be fo particularly 
formed as to utter articulate Sounds without 
the uſual Inſtrument of Speech, (ſome Ex- 


creſcence probably ſupplying 1 in ſome Meaſure 


that Defect) yet would it be any Thing leſs 5 
than miraculous that this ſhould happen to be: 


the Cale of a whole Society, (for the Number 


1s repreſented. as conſiderable) whoſe Tongues 
were cut out by a Perſecutor to prevent their 


> preaching a diſcountenanced Doctrine? Thoſe; 


who give Credit to every | Relation in Philoſo= 
phical Tranſa&ions, and much more who 
from a Caſe reported for its Singular ity, argue 


upon it as the common Courſe of Nature, 
ſhould be tender of charging others with Su- 


perſtition and Facility of Belief, or with Want 


of Judgment and weak Reaſonings. I am | 


not ignorant that there is a late Mention of a 

| like Inftance of a Woman now living, that 
can talk without a Tongue, in our own Phi- 

loſophical Tranſactions at Home, which 1 


Vonder had not come to Dr. M.'s Knowledge 5 


but tho her Diſcourſe is ſaid to be intelligibie, 
it 1s not pretended to be as clear as any other 


SER Perſon's, 


1 981 
: Perſon s, OT like the Speech of one that has a 
Tongue. Her Speech has likewiſe, as I am 
informed, gradually improved, which, with 
ſome other Circumſtances, diſtinguiſhes it 
from that of the African Confeſſors, who ſpoke ; 
both clearly and readily. After all, I doubt 
not but that this Woman's Caſe (if true) is 
very ſingular ; and am far from believing that 
a Hundred other Perſons, under the fame Miſ- 
fortune, would ever arrive at ſuch : a Degree of 
Recovery. Dr. M.s Suggeſtion, that the 
Tongues of the Confeſſors ſpoken of might : 
not be cut to the Roots, had been exprefly 
guarded againſt and obviated by the Evidence 
that Dr. B. had offered ; yet without any At- 
tempt of invalidating that Evidence, the Sug- 


geſtion is here repeated in order to account 5 


the Fact as a natural Event; and when a Cir- 
curmſtance was added, which was undeniably 

ſupernatural, and cut off a Poflibility of that 

Evaſion, then this is ſet aſide with no better 


or other Anſwer, than it was a Circumſtance 


- fingular and extraordinary, « that it carries 
« with it a Suſpicion of Art and Contrivance 
to enhance the Luſtre of the Miracle,” 
. 183.) Thus greater or leſs Degrees of 
Evidence of a ſupernatural Interpoſition are 
| alike made Uic of to diſprove it; and his 
| 5 Arguments 


Arguments in this . in other Places we ©: 

proper Comment on the Principle he at firſt 

ſet out with concerning the Iucredibility of all 
Miracles. Some farther Obſervations might 
be added on this Caſe, but I really have not 


Faith enough to believe, that he was himſelf 


in Earneſt, when he fays that the Inſtance 
in the French Memoirs © clears up all our 
_ «< Doubts, and entirely decides the Queſtion | 


*/with- Relation to the African Confefſors,” 


(S. 184.) 


J cannot paſs by his next Charge which be 5 
caſts on all the Fathers, though he attempts 
to bring his Proof from but one of them, 
namely that © they trained the Ages, in which _ 
they lived, to blind Credulity and Superſti- 
tion, by teaching them to conſider the Im- 
. poſiibility of a Thing as an Argument for 
c the Belief of i it,” (P. 186. ) The Citation is „ 
from J. ertullian, (de Carne Chriſti F. * and 
when it ſtands by itſelf, muſt bear a ſtrange 
Appearance to common Readers. But a Man, 
who has read the other Writings of Tertullian, 8 
(who with ſome Intricacies and Difficulties of 
Style is an acute Reaſoner and very ſhrewd Ob- . 
ſerver) would at firſt Sight imagine that he could . 
not be ſo extremely and cdicatoaſly abſurd, as 
he 1 is here repreſented ; and that he could not 
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expect to male Converts by ſuch Kind of 
Reaſonings as theſe. And when he comes to 
examine the Point, he will ſee clearly the 
Drift and Deſign of the Argument; and that 
though the Expreſſions are frong, yet in Re- 
ference to what he had been ſaying before, 
they are eaſily enough intelligible, though the 
Phraſe may be incautious, yet the Senſe is juſti- 
Fable, Tertullian was commenting on thoſe 
Words of St. Pauls, (which though extremely 
ſignificant, may by a like perverſe Interpreta- 
tion be made liable to this Charge as well as 
this Father's Comment) If any Man among you 
 fremeth to be wiſe in this World, tet him become 
4 Fool that be may be <oiſe. For the Wiſdom of 
#his World is Foolifhneſs with God, „ Cor. il. 
18, 19.) And then applying to his Adver- _ 
ſary, wha denied the Reality of Chriſt's Incar- 
nation and Sufferings, © do not deſtroy,” fays 
| he, © the only Hape of the whole World, 
* for in this Article thou undermineſt tho 
* moſt fundamental Glory of our Faith, 


7 


Whatever is herein,” (7. e. in your Opinion) 
unworthy of the Deity, is yet moſt expe- 


dient to my Welfare. 1am intitled to Sal- 


« 


vation on this very Condition, if I am not 
* aſhamed of my Lord, who has himſelf 


« fad, I will be aſhamed. of him that is 
rs — aſhamed _ 
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— aſhamed of me. Whereas otherwiſe,” t e. 
on your Suppoſition) < I ſee nothing that can 


* be any Ground or Cauſe of Shame, which 


* can give me any Opportunity by the Con- 
t tempt of Diſgrace to teſtify a proper Bold- 
* neſs and ſucceſsful Progreſs i in that which 
a js Fooliſhneſs with this World.” He then 
goes on to ſhew how the true F aith did yield Ls 
juſt Matter of Trial, and lay them open to 
all Sorts of Imputations. The Son of God, 3 
fays he, © is become incarnate,” I am net 
« aſhamed of it, becauſe it is the very A 
« Which (according to human Wiſdom) * 
c the proper Matter of Shame. — The Son of 
God likewiſe died, it is very properly an 1 
« Article | of Divine Faith, becauſe it is 
£66 Fooliſhneſs with Men. Being buried he 
« roſe again: It is certain, (that is, on our 
Principle of a ſupernatural Interpoſition) 
« becaule it is beyond the Power of Nature; 
e and muſt be impoſſible in their Account 
« who judge only by the eſtabliſhed Courſe of - 
Nature; and then he goes on very properly 
to apply theſe Reflections to eſtabliſh the 
Point that he was upon, namely the Certainty . 
„ our Saviour's real Aſſumption of human Na- 
ture. Non eris Jaßicuo, mf flultus fſeculs Juerts, 2 
Dei Shulte © eredench, - _ Farce unica 5 148 tot ius 
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Orbis, gut dftruis aer en Decus Fi a 
Quodeunque Deo indignum eſt, mihi expedit. 
Salvuus ſum, fi non confundar de Domino meo. 
Du me, inguit, confuſus fuerit, confundar & 


ego eum: Alias non invenio materias Confufionts, 


gue me per Contemptum Ruboris probent bene 


impudentem & Jeliciter Stultum. Natus oft Dei 
Filius. Non pudet quia pudendum eff. Et mor- 
_ tuus eft Dei Filius, prorſus credibile te qua inep- 
rum 9ſt. Et ſepultus reſurrexit certum ęſt quia im- 
15 27 while H. Sed bœc quomods in illo vera erunt, fi 
ipſe non fuit verus, &c. (De Carne Chriſti 8. 5.) 
Thus has he in ſtrong Terms explained and 
illuſtrated St. Paul's Doctrine of becoming 4 
Fool that he might be wiſe, and our Saviour's = 
Precept of owning him and his Religion in all 
| thoſe Articles, which the World would turn 
to Shame and Ridicule. Now theſe Doc- 
trines, which he inſtances in, of the Incarna- 
tion, Death and Reſurrection of the Sun of 
God, were the very Matters of Offence, the 
: chief Stumbling-Blocks to Gainſayers, who 
_ charged them as unworthy the Honour of 
God, as irrational, and even impoſſible. 'T heſe 
very Charges ſtrengthened the Chriſtians in 
their Confeſſion of them, who were hereby | 
reminded, that theſe were the Times and theſe 
the Articles, in which they were to avow the 
Truth, to glorify their | Saviour, and thereby | 


to 
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to intitle themſelves to his Promiſe. Theſe 


Charges were a Completion of the Predictions 
that foretold them, and in that Senſe were a 
real Confirmation of thoſe Truths. With this 
Reference to the Context the Senſe 18 plain, : 
and could ſcarce be overlooked by any one 
who gave himſelf the Trouble of reading the 
Whole. Is then ſuch a Citation of theſe 
Words * parately an Act of common Juſtice to 
this Author? Or is it a fair Repreſentation to 
ſet him forth as urging ſeriouſly, and abſtract- 
edly from all other Confiderations, the Dif- Bn 
grace of an Article to be the Foundation of 
= "Is Glory, the real Abſurdity of it to be a Proof 3 
bl its Credibility, and its abſolute Tmpoſſh wility 
to be a Demonſtration of its Certainty + „ 
ſuch Liberties are taken, the Credit of the 
| beſt Authors will not be ſafe; but fingle Sen- 
tences with the Comment of an ingenuous Sa-. 
tyriſt may almoſt at any Time be rendred rid/- 
culbus. But may we not preſume, that real 
| Grounds of the Charges of Folly and Abſur- 
dity are wanting, when Pieces of an Argu- 1 5 
ment, whoſe Senſe depends on their Connection, 
are thus cited to render an Author contempti= | 
ble? Dr. M. argues in this Manner in a like 
Caſe. „In all Inquiries of this Nature,” he 
ſays, 1 we may take it for a certain Rule, 
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that thoſe, who are conſcious of the Power 


„ l 


of working true Miracles, can never be 
tempted either to invent or to propagate | 
<« any which are falſe,” (p. 187. ) Moſt cer- | 


tainly they would not invent, nor knowingly 
propagate any ſuch, but, according to an Ob- 
| ſervation before offered, thoſe who knew the 
Reality of many Miracles, might be the more 
eafily influenced to admit the Report of others 
upon any plaufible Appearance, and might 
thereby wneittingly be made inſtrumental to 
the Propagation of a falſe Account. But the 
Argument ſeems to hold much ſtronger i in the 
Caſe of unfair Citations, that They would not 
make them, who could as well ridicule an 
Author by giving his genuine Senſe. If Ter- 
tullian had aſſerted any Thing half fo groſs 
as his own proper Opinion, it would have 
been more to Dr. AM.'s Purpoſe to have pro- 
duced it, and would have hurt this Father's 
Credit much more than this imperfect Ac 
count of one Link of a Chain of Reaſoning, 
| which is too abſurd to be ſuppoſed to be the 
| Author's real Meaning; and which the Con- 
nection plainly ſhews to be otherwiſe. It is“ 
cvyident from thence, that! in the one Part of his 
Antithefs he had a View to the real Faith of 


— 


that 


Chrifians, in the other to the vain Objections ; 


f of Unbeltevers. 


The remaining Head of the Inquiry: is to 
obviate ſome of the moſt plauſible Objc & ons 


againſt the Dr. S NEW Scheme. 


And the firſt of theſe is, that << the Au- . 

25 thority of the Books of the New Teſta- 

« ment, which were tr anſmitted to us by the 
Hands of the ancient Fathers, will hereby 
« be rendred precarious | and uncertain,” 
8 190.) The Anſwer is, that * the Autbo- 
X-ray of theſe Books does not depend on- the © 
Faith of the Fathers, but on the general 

Fe Credit and Reception which they found 

with all the private Chriſtians of thoſe 

« Ages, whoſe Intereſt it was to preſerve ; 

« them, and whole religious Regard for them, 

beſides the Jealoulics of Partics did excite 

their Care to preſerve them.” But i the 
principal Te cachers and Governors of the 
Church were ſo credulous and ſuperſtitious, 9 
f and ſo little ſcrupulous of any Arts or Means 
to propagate their Opinions, I fear the priv ate 
People taught by them, muſt ſuffer in their 

Credit likewiſe, and might not be the pro- Bo 

pereſt Guardians of the facred Dep oftum. Be-. 
Aides, one Writer, who quotes a Book pub- 
. lickly, when the Authority and the Contents 
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of it are caly to be examined, does more to- 


wards preſerving the Genuineneſs of that Book, 


than an hundred private People, who have 
that Book in Poſſeſſion. And if we conſider 


how much the People in thoſe Times depend- 


cd on their Eccleſiaſtical Governors, we ſhall 
find a ſtrong Connection between the Cha- 
racter of the Primitive Writers, for Fidelity, 
and the Authority of the ſacred Writings 
which they profeſſed to make the Rule oo 
their Faith. And though J like his Attempt 
of ſupporting the Authority of the ſacred 
Canon, conſiſtently with his own Principles, 155 
yet J cannot help thinking that the Difficul- 
ties which he has ſoon after ſuggeſted con- 
_ cerning private Perſons obtaining Copies of 


Books. do in a great Meaſure weaken the 
5 Force of it. 1 5 


But J like the next Part i his apology 


much worſe, If the Objection,” A 
be true,” (that is, that the Authority of the 

: Books of the New Teſtament will hereby be 
rendred precarious and uncertain) 4 N cannot 
in any Manner hurt his Argument. If 
the Craft and Credulity of Witneſſes ſhould | 
* always detract from the Credit of their Teſ- 

« timony, who can help it?“ He adds, „If 


cc the ——. of [any Books be TO? Weak- 
— EEHS: — 


1%) 


ned by the Character which I have given 


56 Qt 121 Fathers, will it follow from thence 
<« that the Character muſt neceſſarily be 
« falſe?” (P. 192.) It will follow, 1 think, 


at leaſt that the Argument is inconſiſtent in the 
Mouth of a profeſſed Chriſtian, and that his 

: Oppoſers deſerve better Names than“ fierce 
« Bigots, hypocritical Zealots, and inter eſted _ 
« Politicians.” One may ſuitably apply ſome of 
the forecited Words of Tertullian, Parce unice 
gel 7otius Orbis. The Belief of the Scrip- 


- tures, thoſe of the New Teſtament eſpecially, 


is the Foundation of every valuable Hope, tjʒe 
8 Support of Virtue in this World, and of a - 
comfortable Proſpect into the next; and if a 
Man can himſelf look with Indifference on - 
the Conſequence of weakning that Belief, and 
cry calmly * who can help it?“ He ſhould 
at leaſt be leſs ſevere in his Imputations on 
thoſe, Who think the Importance of their 
Faith deſerves more Zeal, and are earneſt to 
_ eſtabliſh fo 520585 a Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners, and ſo comfortable a Security for future 
Expectations. 1 cannot enter into that ſpecu= 
ative Zeal for Truth, that ſeems to leave 0 
Men regardleſs of the only ſufficient Enforce- 
ment of Morality at preſent, and the only 
certain Foundation of a ie Immor tality 


82 hercafter. 


7 
SS : 
1 *W 
Ihe! 
+: ' 

5 

1 
992 

1. 

© Wn 
Ve. i 
6 
„ 
"FL : # 
0 

5 

Mo 9 

1.7 
. 

2% 
WARS 
fo 
The 
* 1 
. 
. 
1 b 
J * 

\ 4 * 

” 4 ; 
4; 
bt * 

. ; 
; 1 7 
4 
I 

- * 
37 : 

5 
9 $ 

* 

Fl 
8714 | i 
A 

TY 

* 

at 
tho. 
50 : 
oF 
4 
* ä 
mos 


Fw 
E 

4 

* 
x} 
x 4 
10 


* 


N 
U 111 
_ _ 
3: ? 
.4 
', 
's.. 
I: 4 
RIA | 
„ 
. 
1 
* 
1 x : 
1 
1 
We! 
I-40 
44 f 
. 
* 
* . 
2A (i 
[8 


Va 


[ 168 ] 


| hereafter. I cannot join with or approve of 


that Pr ofcffion. of a late Defender of Chriſti- 


anity, that © he hopes he has no more Preju- 

dice for the Holy Scriptures than he has 
_* againſt them; and that it will be equal to 
5 « him whether, after a fair and full Examina- 

tion of the Matter, they are well or ill- 


2 28 


grounded; be having no Concern for any « 
thing but Truth on which Side ſoever it lies.” 


Now I confeſs I have too much Concern for 
the preſent and future Welfare of all Man- 
© kind, as well as of myſelf, to be thus indif- 

ferent, whether the only Hope worth living 

for be well- grounded or not, I ſhould think 
it would move and afflict any thinking Man, 
to find all the glorious Privileges and Promiſes 


Which have been made to 3 in the Goſpel, 


to be at laſt not ſecurely eſtabliſhed. And 
though a Conſequence of this Kind does not 
abſolutely, as Dr. M. ſays, determine the 


Truth or Falihood of the Principle from which ; 


it reſults, yet it ſhews the In porlonee of the 
Queſtion and the D Danger of it too in a Chrif- ; 
tian's Account, and may well juſtify the moſt 


zcalons * ndeavour rs to conſute it. DL 
The fecond Objection that he takes. Ne. 


tice of againft his Scheme (and it SO 
a very material one) is, 66 that all Su ſoician 


— 


1.407 J 


« of Fraud in the Caſe of the primitive Mi- 3 
« racles ſeems to be precluded by that pub- 
lick Appeal and Challenge, which the 
« Chriſtian Apologiſts make to their Enemies 
« the Heathens, to come and ſee with their 
« own Eyes the Reality of the Facts which 
cc they atteſt, . 193.) I was wondring be- 
fore + 3 began to read his Performance, how 
he: would get off of this Difficulty : and the 
Evaſion is by the Help of an Aſſertion falſe 
in itſelf, and inconſiſtent with his own Con- 


ceſſions elſewhere. He has collected all the 


abuſe Accounts of the Chr itians, that are to 
be met with in Heathen Writers, in order to 


ſhew that * they were held in ſuch Contempt 
« by the Generality of the better Sort, that they 
«© ſcarc2 ever thought it worth while to make 
FR any Inquiry about: them, or to examine 
their Pretenſions.“ But! it happens that ſome 
of thoſe ver y Teſtimonies ſpeak of this Super- 
ſtition's being © ſpread far and wide, among 
| Perſons of bot Sexes, and of every Age and 
Condition, and again repreſent them as Per- 
ſons of innocent T ics and liable to a general 


Odium only for the Nevelty of their Religion, 5 


or Super flition, as they call it. And though T | 


cannot w ithout Concern obſerve the worff ; 


Part of th xe Account of their very Enemies 


particularly = 2 


11 


particularly ſelected and repeated with Plea- 


ſure, yet at preſent we need only remark on 
the Tuct, which it was intended to eſtabliſſi. 
Dr. M. repreſents the whole Society of Chri- 
ſtians as © a Sect at that Time fo utterly de- 
« ſpiſed, that it cannot be imagined, that 
« Men of Figure and Fortunes would pay 
10 any Attention to their Apologies or Wri- 
« tings,” (þ. 197.) But though their Doc- 
trine was deſpiſed before it was examined 
and underſtood, yet their Numbers certainly 
at that Time were not ſo inconſidcrable as to 
be treated with ſuch Contempt. Ti ertullian 
in the very Apology, wherein he made that 
famous Challenge, that any Chriſtian what- 
| ſoever ſhould at the Hazard of his Life en- 
gage to diſpoſſeſs any Demoniac in their Pre- 
ſence, does likewiſe ſtrongly inſiſt on the Re- 
gard due to their Numbers and the bigh Offices 
that many of them ſuſtained ; and on their 
Peaceableneſs of Temper and Senſe of Duty, 


who patiently ſubmitted to ſuch Tr eatment, | 


when they knew their own Str ength. After 
5 having intimated that the Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity were extended as far as the known 


Limits of the World, he adds particu- 


. We are but of Veſterday, and have By 


3 — filled all E cd Places and Offices, 


= your 
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© your Cities, your Iflands, your Forts, your 


Towns, your Aſſemblies, your very Camps, 
Ch your Wards, your Companies, your Palace, 


« your Senate, and your Forum. Your Tem- 
« ples only we leave to yourſelves. —Nay we 


could even without ring ub Arms or en- 


e tring into an offenſive War, fight ſuffici- 
« ently againſt you, only by withdrawing 
* ourſelves through Reſentment from you. 
9 ſo great a Multitude of Men, as 
we are, had but retired from yo into ſome = 
© remote Part of the World, the Loſs of | 
« ſuch a Number of Citizens W2 all D Degrees, LE: 
. Would have undermined vour very Corea: 1 
« ment; and ſuch Aa Deſertion would have 
:. 00 "Hoon ample Revenge. | You would certainly 5 
« have been aſtoniſhed at the Wilderneſs that 
you would have been left in, at the gene- 
* ral Silence and Stillneſs of the evacuated 
> 2M City, and would have wanted even Subjects | 
e preſide over there.” Heſterni ſumus G 
- weſtra. anni implevimus, Urbes, Taſulas, Caj- — 
ella, Municipia, Conciliabula, Caſtra 1pja, N 
bus, Decurias, Palatium, Senatum, Forum. 
Sola V obt's relinquimus Ti empla.. _ Pot li miis & 7 
Inermes nec rebelles, ſed tantummeds diſco des 2 ; 
ius Divorti Invidid  adverſus dos dimicaſſe. 
& enim tanta PFis Heminun at Wie Orbis 
| | -£ remets - | 
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remoti Sinum abrupiſſemus a Vobis, ſuffudifſet 


utigue Donmationem veſtram tot qualiumcungque 


 Amiſſio Civium; imo etiam et ipſd Deſtitutione 
ßuniſſet. Proculdubio expaviſſetis ad Solitudinem 
 veflram, ad Silentiam Rerum & Stuporem quen- 
dam quaſi mortue urbis, qua Hetis quibus in ed 
imperaſſetis, (Ter. Apol. F. 57.) Certainly 
when Chriſtianity had ſo far prevailed, and 
its Profelytes ſurrounded and ſerved the Court 
in all Manner of Offices, it may be thought _ 
: probable, that Men of Figure and Fortune 
might not be above paying ſome Attention to 
it. Tf it be ſaid that the primitive Chriſtians 
: repreſented this Matter too much to their own 
Advantage, I will next cite an Author, Who 
cannot be charged with too much Prejudice | in 
their Favour. Dr. M. himſelf (Pref. p. 28, 
29.) is of Opinion, that“ « Chriſtianity had 
c gained an Eſtabliſhment in every Quarter 
« of the known World, while ſome of the 
_« Apoſtles were till living, inſomuch that 
e the extraordinary Gifts, which were poured 
d out in the fulleſt Meaſure on the Apoſtles 7 
c and other Diſciples, to enable them more 
8 « eafily to over-rule the inveterate Prejudices 
both of the Yews and Gentiles, and to bear 
cup againſt the diſcouraging Shocks of po- 


15 pular Rage and Perſecution, were now, 
0 © when 


1 11 


c (hen the Foundation was laid ſufficient to 


ſuſtain the great Fabric deſigned, and the 


«. firſt. and principal Difficulties conquered, 
© leſs and leſs wanted, and within the Apoſ- 
_« tolic Age finally withdrawn, and the Goſ- 
© pel left to make the reſt of its Way by its 
e genuine Strength.” If this Repreſentation 


| be admitted, we ſhould be apt to think, that : 
a Religion, which had already ſo univerſally „ 


prevailed in all Parts, and was ſo well 


eſtabliſhed as to need nothing but its wn Di- 
dine Graces to recommend it, might well de- 
ſerve and indeed could ſcarce have eſcaped the 


Attention of Perſons of the firſt Conſequence. 8 
But Dr. M. who loves Fadts in Confirmation 


of general Aſſertions, has confirmed his Opi- 


nion of the general Reception of the Goſpel 
ſo as to need no Miracles, by a Proof of this 


Kind. He thinks that the Chriſtian Brethren 
N Ignatius had: Intereſt enough at the 


Court of Rome, to offer to make Uſe of it to 


preſerve him from the cruel Death that he 
was ſentenced to. Such.-an Offer, whether 
ſucceſsful or not, muſt ſuppoſe a conſiderable 

Degree Of Power and Influence 1 in the Friends 


of the Chriſtian Cauſe; and yet they, who | 15 


Within much leſs than one Century from the : 
Publication of the Goſpel, are ſuppoſcd to 
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have had ſo much Weight and Authority, are 
nov, after another Century, repreſented as ſo 
inconſiderable, that they had no Friend to 
preſent their Apologies, nor © would any give 
e themſelves the Trouble to read or conſider 
4 the Merit of their Writings,” (P. 197.) The 
Io nuation of the Danger, which the Publi- 
cation of their Apologies would expoſe them 
to, was of all others the weakeft in one who 
knew ſo much of their Hiſtory who knew 
their Fearleflneſs on ſach Occaſions, and the 
Triumph with which they were always ready 
to lay down their Lives in any Services for 
the Propagation of their Faith. — But to ex, 
poſe the Apologies of the firſt Chriſtians m0 
the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt, Dr. M. is 
pleaſed to parallel their Caſe with a ſuppoſed . 


Addreſs from the Methodiſts, Moravians, or 


French Prophets, to the King and Parliament 


at this Time ; who he preſumes would not 


pay any Regard to ſuch Addreſs, or take it at 
all into Conſideration. But if any of theſe 
Sects were ſpreading over the World, if they 
laid Claim to the Power of Miracles in Sup- 
port of their Novelties, and if ſeveral Mem- 
bers of Parliament were already converted to 
their Notions and Practices, (all which muſt 
be ſuppoſed to make the Caſe parallel) then I. 


make 


„ 
make no Doubt but that their Apology would 


have ſome Regard paid to it, would find ſome, | 
who would be willing to propoſe, and many. 


who would conſent to an Examination of it. 


Or even if they had no Friend within Doors, 


ES yet the very Claim of Miracles exhibited pub- 


f lickly and addreſſed to the great Council of the 
Nation would, I am periiaded, excite Atten- 
tion, and not be thought beneath their No- 
tice. Suppoſe that they held the Claimants 
in as ſovereign Contempt, as Dr. M. tells us 


the Emperor and Senate of Rome held the 
firſt Chr itians, yet they would probably for = 


that Reaſon appoint an Inquiry into it, n 


Purpoſe to undeceive the People, and puniſh 
the ſuppoſed Impoſtors ; and then if their mi- 


raculous Powers were genuine, they would —- 
have an Opportunity of ſhining to the better 8 
Advan: tage. And however inattentive the Dr. 


may. ſuppoſe the ſupreme Council of the Na- 1 


tion to be to Things of this Kind, yet as it 
happens a little unluckily for him, the Parlia- 


ment has under Conſideration at this . 
Time an Addreſs from the Moravian Brethren, 8 1 
8 praying Regard and Indulgence to their par- — 


ticular Opinion and Practices; which they 
have thought not unwor thy their Regard, but 5 
have referred to a careful Examination. 


P 2 oo 4 The 


s 
| The Diftcltcs which are raiſed (p. 197, 
198.) about providing and publiſhing any con- 


ſiderable Number of Copies of any ſuch Wri- 
tings, are in a great Meaſure imaginary. It 
will be no Objection to the Dr. that the Re- 
mark would equally affect the Caſe of the 
Scriptures for if it does, © Who can help it ?” 
But it may be conſidered that the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity then valued their Faith at another 
Rate than we who were born to that invalu- 


able Privilege. They were juſt delivered from 
Darkneſs and Uncertainty, and knew how ta 


eſtimate ſuch a Deliverance, They dedicated 
their whole © Time and Fortune to the Service 
of that Cauſe, and were forward to contri- 
bute to every Thing which might promote it. 
And tho written Copies cannot be to ſpeedily 


obtained and ſo eaſily diſperſed as printed ones, 


yet by that Time the principal Apologies were 
written, there were numerous Converts made, 
and many of them of conſiderable AMflnence, : 
There could be no Want of Intelligence con- 
cerning ſuch Writings, when Diſciples filled 
all Parts and Places; and there was no Want 8 
; of Induſtry or Generoſity, or Reſolution, to 
: circulate what might be fo ſerviceable to the 
12 general Cauſe, | 


| Tho 


N 


The third Objection that he attempts to | 
r (P. 199.) is, that © no Suſpicion of 
Craft can reaſonably be entertained againſt 
« Perſons of ſuch exalted Piety, who expoſed 
« themſelves to Perſecution, and even to Mar- 
© tyrdom, in Confirmation of the Truth of 
«© what they taught.” His Anſwer 18, that 55 
* nothing gives 6 invincible a Prejudice and 
e ſo ſtrong a Biaſs to the Mind of Man as Re- 
« ligious Zeal. in Favour of any Thing that is 
8 e uſeful to the Object which excites 
© it,” (b. 220.) If the Point in Queſtion had. 
: e their Credulity or Superſtition, this might 
have ſounded ſomewhat to the Purpoſe, but 


when the Objection was, that © no Suſpicion _ 


« of Craft could be entertained againſt Perſons. 

of undoubted Piety and invincible Forti- 
e tude,” where is the Force of the Anſwer, 
that Religious Zeal biaſſes Men to every Thing 


that is oſcfal to it? For of what Uſe could 


Falſhood be to them or to their Faith? If it 


1 paſſed undiſcovered, 5 3 muſt, according to the.” 
5 plaineſt Doctrines and Precepts of the Reli- 


gion that they profeſo d, ſentence them to fu- 


ture Condemnation; and if it ſnould be. de- ; 
tected, it would bring certain Shame on the 


Faith which they N thereby to propagate, 
There could neither be Policy nor Prety 1 in the 
IS = Uſe 
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Uſe of ſuch Means to promote a Diſpenſation 
really divine. There could be no Room for 


 Self-Deceit in fo plain a Caſe, and their known 
Contempt of all Dangers and Difficulties, 
even to Death itſelf, in Defence of what they 
thought to be right, precludes any other 1 


ception. 
But Dr. M. ae to 1 off the Poet Y 


| of this Obſervation and the Credit which Mar- 
tyrdom might add to their Teſtimony, by aſ- 
cdribing their Perſeverance in the ſevereſt Trials | 

to meer Obſtinacy,—to Vain-Glory, to the 

Hope of eſcaping from Purgatory,---to the | 
Expectation of ſupernatural Deliverance from 
Pain in the Experiment,---and to the Fear of 
worldly Infamy and Reproach in the Caſe of 
Deſertion, (p. 201, &c.) Thus are the primi- 
tive Confeſſors martyred over again in their N 
Memories, and robbed of their Go Name 
after they had long ſince ſacrificed every other 
Bleſſing in Diſcharge of their Conſcience. 
Ihe groſs Fallacy of this Miſrepreſentation is, 
that here thoſe inferior Conſiderations are pro- 
poſed as the direct View in, or principal Ins 
ducement to Martyrdom, which were at moſt 
but ofifting Circumſtances to the Reſolution of 

a good Man who was undauntedly endeavour- | 
ng to do his ad and to — his ande | 


. 


A natural Steadineſs of Temper, A | Revard to 
the good Word and Eſteem of our F cllow- 
Creatures, a View of the extraordinary Sup- 
port of former Martyrs, a Deſire of attaining 
the higheſt Degree of future Rewards, all or 
any of theſe Conſiderations might Arengtben a 
Chriſtian in the Endurance of Sufferings; but 
do they take away the Principle of Obedience 
as the main Ground of their Reſignation, or 
leſſen the Merit of it? Would any of theſe, 
abſtracted from the Conſideration of Duty, i in- 
duce any one voluntarily to ſuffer Martyrdom? 
And if they would not, how do they detract 


from the Eſteem due to the Martyrs, or - - 


: weaken the Force of their Teſtimony ? | Ta 
Hut from what follows we might 3 
that he would anſwer to the former Queſtion 


in the Affirmative, namely, that thoſe „ 


deerations alone would induce Men to become 


5 Martyrs, for he adds, Theſe Principles and. 


« Motives had ſuch Force as ſometimes to 

« animate even bad Men to indure Martyr- 
dom,“ (P. 209.) Such Perſons could not 
well be preſumed to have any Hopes in the 


” other World, and therefore muſt, he inti⸗ 1 


mates, be influenced to ſuch Reſolution by the 

meaneſt and worſt of the forementioned Mo- 

tives. But we ſhould expect to ſee ſuch a 
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Fact very evidently proved before we were 7” 


induced to believe it, and if unqueſtion- 


able Inſtances of it could be aſſigned, I ſhould 
then imagine, that by a ſtrong Preſump- 
tion thoſe Perſons might hope, that ſuch an 
| heroick Act of Reſolution might expiate for- 
mer Offences, and might therefore chuſe ra- 


ther to venture through the Terrors of Death 


than engage again in the Allurements of Life: 


This, I fay, would be the Interpretation which 
I ſhould put upon fuch Inſtances, for I could 


never believe that Men who were conſcious 

1 Guilt and apprehenſive of Vengeance, 

ſhould thus with all their Sins about them, and 

without any penitent Vicw, haſten themſelves 

in this Manner to their future Reckoning upon 

the mere Motives of Obſtinacy or V. - Glory. | 
Men of great Sincerity, though under great 
N. ſtakes, might pofſibly go through a fiery 
Trial for a wrong Opinion; but I could not 
2 ſuppoſe that Dr. M. by bad Men could mean 
Hereticlts, and he expreſſy tells us ſoon after 
that he did not, but that he meant © the proud, 
e the contentious, the drunken and the lewd 
e among the Orthodox Martyrs themſelves,” 


- ibid. ) . Now then our Attention and Curio- 


ſity are raiſed to the higheſt, and we cannot 
buy be eager to know, where thoſe vicious 


Characters 


. 
| Characters are, and who the Perſons Werej 
that are thus enroll'd in the Number of the 
Orthodox Martyrs. But how great will be 
our Diſappointment, when all this Apparatus | 
ends in a Quotation from St. Cyprian, wherein 


he complains of ſome, who behaved well in : 


a State of Perſecution, but eſcaping Martyr- 


dom, did afterwards, upon the Relaxation 


of the Perſecution, deviate into Faults and 

Immoralities unworthy of their former Cha- 
racter? Is it any thing extraordinary then, that 
Mlen ſometimes change from better to worſe; 
or that they behaved more commendably in 


Adverſity than Proſperity, or were leſs moved 


with the Terrors of Death than with the Al- 5 


lurements of Life? Are not the ſame Altera- 


tions from a former good Habit daily ſeen; 
and are not the ſame flexible Tempers in 
Point of Pleaſure; which are reſolute enough 
in Times of Danger, frequently obſervable ? 
But what is all this to the Purpoſe in Reſpect 


to the Caſe of thoſe, who actually died Martyrs 1 


in the Faith and Fear of God, and upon the 
Strength of thoſe great and good Principles * 


How does it leſſen the Force of their Cha- . 


racter and their Teſtimony, that others, Who 


ſeemed ready at firſt to have trod the ſame 5 


| Path 1 with Tem, did afterwards fall of and : 
i, . = _ lgrace 
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Liferace the Hopes they had once raiſed, * a 


wicked Life in the Concluſion? 
Why no, Dr. M. will ſay, for © ce jt was not 


cc his Deſign by what he has ſaid on the Subject 


« of Martyrdom to detract in any Manner 
from the real Merit and juſt Praiſe of thoſe 


© primitive Martyrs; who with an invincible 
t© Conſtancy ſuſtained the Cauſe of Chriſt at. 
the Expence of their Lives, (p. 212.) 
But why then was this degrading Account of 
Martyrdom and the Motives to it inferted ? 
_ Why he tells you, 00. it was to expoſe the Va- 
<« nity of thoſe extravagant Honours and that, 

e jdolatrous Worſhip which are paid to them 
. indiſcriminately by the Church of Rome, 
(þ. 213.) That is, becauſe it was nothing to 


the Purpoſe as to the Point that he was treating 


of, he brought it in to prove another Point, 
which Nobody was thinking of, and which = 
might have been done more eaſily and effectu- 

” ally by Arguments of another Nature. Well, * 

but we will. accept of his Confeſſion of the. 
Impertinence of this Digreſſion, if his Admirers, 
in whoſe Approbation he thinks himſelf ſo 
happy, (Pref. P. 3.) will but do the ſame; 
for the Appearance of another Deſign in thoſe 
5 Infinuations was fo obvious, that if this was 8 
5 py h ** Intent, only to let us know that we; 


thould 


A 


Hhowld not fall down and worſhip the Martyrs, 


and not to detract from their real Merit and 


juſt Praiſe, then the good Man has been much 
miſtaken, and I may ſay equally by his Ad- 
vocates and Opponents.---But to make ſome _ 


Shew of a Connection with his Subject, he 


adds, that the Deſign of what he had offered 

on this Subject was © more eſpecially to ſhew, 
that the Circumſtance of their Martyrdom, 

ec while it gives the ſtrongeſt Proof of their 

« Sincerity of their Faith and Truſt in the 

 & Promiſes of the Goſpel, adds nothing to 
* the Character of their Knowledge or their 
« S$agacity, nor conſequently any Weight to 


their Teſtimony in Preference to that of any 


& other Chriſtian whatſoever,” (ibid.) Now 
if he had not here expreſly unſaid what he 
had been ſaying before, I ſhould have thought 
that his View had been to ſhew the direct g 

= contrary, namely, © that their Martyrdom was 
not * the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Sincerity of 

28 their Faith and Truft in the Promiſes of the _ 
« Goſpel :” For if bad Men were ſometimes 

animated by unworthy Motives to indure Mar- 
tyrdom, then how could this be ſuch a ſure 
Proof of their Sincerity? But ſince he now 
allows that it was, then this firſt Part of the 
Sentence abſolutely overthrows the latter. For 
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that which gives the fronge/? Proof of a Man's 
Sincerity (ſtronger than any other) muſt pro- 


portionably add Weight to his Teſtimony, 
No fays Dr, M. it © adds nothing to the Cha- 
te rafter of their Knowledge or Sagacity,” 


(this we may allow but not the Conſequence) 
e nor conſequently any Weight to their Teſ- 
e timany in Preference ta that of any other 
( juſt and devout Chriſtian whatſoever,” Now 
with Reſpe& to Men, who muſt judge by 
Appearances, and cannot {ce into each other's 
Hearts, this muſt be a great Miſtake, The 


Teſtimony indeed of all juſt and devout Chri- 


ſtians, of equal Knowledge, mult in itſelf be 
equal ; but we can judge better of the Inte- 
grity and Devotion of Martyrs than of any 
other Chriſtian whatſoever, and therefore with 
| Reaſon put greater Confidence in them, Other 
Men may have an Intent to deceive in all their 
outward Shew of Honeſty and Piety ; and 
though Charity, and indeed Self. Love, will 


incline us to judge favourably of fair Appear 5 


es, yet certainly when Men give up their 
Lives in Confirmation of their Veracity, and 
5 appeal to the Searcher of Hearts with their 
_ dying Breath for the Truth of their Preten= 
ſions, all Occaſion of Doubt and Diſtruſt is 
taken away, and we bare greater Security of 


— 
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their Sincerity than we can poſlibly have: of 
other Mens. Martyrdom will certainly pre- 
vent the Imputation of Hy pocriſy, and will 
therefore add to the Credibility of their Teſ- 
timony. The Stories, which he has inſerted 
in the Margin, weaken not in the leaſt the 
Force of this Obſervation; for there is a wide 
Difference between the Artetation of Oprnions 
und of Fatt. 
, The lan Objection. that he takes No- 
tice of , - that 10 reject the unani- 
* mous Teſtimony of the Fathers in their 


« Reports of the Primitive Miracles, will ne 


40 deſtroy the Faith and Credit of all Hiſtory,” 5 
(P. 214.) The Anſwer to this i is, that it is 
e meer Cant, has been uſed by Heathens, by 
Chriſtians, by Papiſts in their ſeveral Turns, 
but has really no Senſe at all in it; that 
te thoſe who object it, if called on, to explain wy 


4 themſelves, woutd find it difficult to tel! 


what they meant by it ;---that Experience 
& contradicts it, for though there have been 7 
+66 Contemners of Miracles in all Ages, = 
Hiſtory has maintained its Ground through 
e them all ;--- that the Hiſtory of Miracles is 
of a Kind totally different from that of 
„ common Events ;--- that weak Men cannot 
Ds atteſt Mein becauſe a Suſpicion will ariſe 


. from 7 


[ 126 } 


4 from their Weakneſs; nor wiſe Men, becauſe 
& a farther Suſpicion will ariſe from their Skill 

<« and ſecret Deſigns, and in Fact, that Opini- 
ens and Accounts have been well atteſted and 

_ univerſally received, which are now known 

and acknowledged to be falſe, (p. 2 14, to 228.) 

Now as there is a Mixture of Truth and 
Falſhood in theſe Remarks, it may not be 

improper to diſtinguiſn them a little more 


particularly. 
He acknowledges then that his Arguments 


would deſtroy the Faith of the Hiſtory of Mi- 
racles (though not of common Events) which 
zs a Conceſſion that may reaſonably alarm all 
\ fincere Chriſtians. The Impoſſibility of pro- 
ving the Certainty of any miraculous Events 
upon the Principles that he has laid down, 
may well excite the Attention and Concern of 
all who do believe the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
and who think the Welfare of Mankind 4 


pends upon the Belief of it. 
It may be obſerved in the next Place, that 


the ſame Principles are as applicable to the 
” Caſe of common Events, and are introductive 

of univerſal Scepticiſm, which is what, I pre- 
ſume, they would explain themſelves to mean, 


who have 1 che Dr. 8 Scheme as ſubver- 5 


ke 


L 
; * 


on - 
five of the Faith and Credit of Hiſtory. For 

ſuppoſe an Hiſtorical Fact propoſed to my At- 
tention and Behef, it is but ſaying, that if the 


| Witneſs was a. weak Man, he might be impo-» 


ſed upon; and if he was a wiſe One, he might 
have a Deſign of impoſing upon me; and here 
is a ready Anſwer to all that can. be urged in 
Favour of any Teſtimony whatſoever. The 
Dr. himſelf, who ſeems angry with others for 
faying this in Conſequence of his Doctrine, : 
had faid it himſelf ! in full and ſtrong Terms, 
(Pref. p. 9, 10.) © The Credibility of Wit=- 


© neſſes depends on a Variety of Principles 5 


_ © wholly concealed from us; and though in; 


many Caſes it may reaſonably be pre-. 


E ſumed, yet in none can it certainly be : 
ec Known. For it is common with Men out 


of crafty and ſelfiſh Views to diſſemble and : 


e deceive, or out of Weakneſs and Credulity 


to embrace and defend with Zeal what the 0 


Craft of others had impoſed upon them; 


et hut plain Facts cannot delude us; cannot 
* ſpeak any other Language, or give any other 
= Information, but what flows from Nature _ 
and Truth.” But then theſe ſame plain 

Facts muſt fall immediately under the Evi- 
1 dence of our own: Senſes; for if they are but 


ever ſo little remote from our Time 0 
| Place, 
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Place, we muſt receive them from the Repert 
of others; and then we ſhall be involved 
again in all the Difficulties attending the Caſs 
of Teſtimony, and ſhall raiſe Suſpicions from 
the Credulity of weak Men, or the Craft of 

| wiſe ones. This is reducing all Belief to what 
wie hear, and ſee, and feel ourſelves, which is 
the Purport of the Objection propoſed. If 
the Conceſſion be repeated that © the Credi- 


<« bility of Witneſſes may in many Caſes be 


© reaſonably preſumed, though in none it can 
certainly be known,” we ſhall lay Claim to 
the Benefit of this Obſervation, and infiſt on 
this reaſonable Preſumption in many Caſes, 
Where Miracles as well as other Events are at- 
teſted. He has not yet proved the Impoſſibility 
of them; nay he has even granted that there 
may be Occpfions worthy of them. On the 
Strength of theſe Conceſſions the Character 
of the Witneſſes remains to be examined, and 
it they are to all Appearance unexceptionable, | 
a bare Peſibility of Miſtake is not to be plead- 
ed againſt clear and poſitive Evidence. „it 
be, we are then reduced again to believe only 
what we ſee ; and the forementioned Other 
tion ſtands in its full Force; if it be not, we 
are then only to look into the Merits of the 

| Cauſe (havir cut off thoſe general Inſinuations 


which 
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which are of Force i in all Caſes or in none) N 
and we deſire nothing more than a free Exa- 


mination of them. 


As to his Argument from Fad, that Con 


temners of Miracles in all Ages have admitted x 
of the Truth of Hiſtory, this may be true, or 5 
at leaſt of their admitting ſome Parts of Hiſ- 
tory ; but the Difference of yielding or with 
holding their Aſſent in theſe Caſes, lies in 
themſelves not in others; in the State of their . 
; Conſciences, not in the Nature of their Ar: TT 
gument. Their Luſts are intereſted 1 in the Be- 
lief of a  fupernatural Interpoſition, and there- 
fore That is denied ; they are not intereſted in. © 
an Account of Mens former Tranſactions, and 
therefore That is admitted; but the true Queſ- 
tion is, Whether the Argument may not be 


reduced to the ſame i in both Caſes ; for if it 


may, the Objection will return, aa every - 
Thing may and will be diſputed, which Fan; 


any Way affect Mens Paſſions or Intereſts. _ 
But ſays the Dr. © the Hiſtory of Miracles : 


„ js always to be ſuſpected of Courſe without ” 


Cc 


the ſtrongeſt Evidence to confirm it; the 
0 other (namely that of common Events) to 


be admitted of Courſe without as ſtrong 
Reaſon to ſuſpect it.” Here thro! his Zeal 
int Muracies he has warped to the Side f 
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Credulity in other Reports; for certainly there 


are many extraordinary Facts, which yet are 
not miraculous, (ſuch as are indeed uſually 


the Subjects of Hiſtory) that are neither to be 


rejected nor admitted of Courſe without par- 


ticular Examination. --- © Miracles however,” 
he ſays, © are always to be ſuſpected of Courle 


60 without the ſtrongeſt Evidence to confirm 
them.“ Be it ſo. Providence has there- 


fore proportionably granted us f/fronger Evi- 
dence, where our Aſſent to them was expect- 
ed. And this may remind us of the . 
Inequality of thoſe Teſtimonies which Dr. AM. 
has parallel d, when he mentions the Tradition 
of ingle Miracles wrought long before, as re- 
ported by Heathen Writers or by Popiſb ones, 
as a Circumſtance weakning the Belief of thoſe 


which are ſpoken of, as of their own certain 


Knowledge, and of daily Triumph, by a long 
Succeſſion of primitive Writers. The Dr. 
tho he mentioned the Rejection of the uπ⏑“jm 
mus Teſtimony of the Fathers in the Objedtion, 
has taken no Notice at all of it in any Part 


of his Anfeer. This would have ſhewn the 


Difference of the Caſe in View from any by 55 
Which he has attempted to invalidate it, The 
Fathers, in general, bear Witneſs to this 


Truth, without a diſlenting Teſtimony: "i 
they : 


[ 1311 
they were not al), in different Ages and Places, 
in Concert to promote a Fraud, if they were 


not all either Fools or Knaves, if there was 1 
one wiſe and good Man among them, whe": 


had Senſe enough to examine a plain Fact, and 
Honeſty enough to diſcountenance a plain For- 


gery, then we have ſtronger Evidence to be- 
Heve the Continuance of miraculous Powers 
among them, than would have been neceſſary 


for the Confirmation of a common Event. 


Their Enemies might have known by In- 
quiry, and their own Brethren and Diſciples 
could not but know, whether there was any _ 


Truth and Reality in the Miracles that they 


| confidently and frequently boaſt of. And 5 
What would have been the Conſequence, if 
there had not? If Dr. M. will reduce this 
Caſe, as he did that of their Apologies, to the 


Suppoſition of a preſent Inſtance, he may per- 


haps ſee the Force of it. If the Metbodiſts, 
 Moravians, or French Prophets, ſhould chal- 
lenge the Power of Miracles, and inſiſt, that 
they were wrought every Day among them, 
and ſhould be repeated for the Satisfaction of 
others, Does he believe that they would con- 
tinue to gain Converts, or even retain thoſe 
that they have, blinded as they may be ? The | 
= Experiment we Know- was tried by the laſt of 


Ei . the 


— — ve AS re 


the forementioned Sects, and anſwered accord- 


ingly. Their Pretenſions were detected, and 


| their Cauſe ſunk with it. 
But Dr. M. ſays, that the Evidence of the 


- Miracles of the Abbe de Paris within our own 


Times, is much ſtronger than any of thoſe of 
the Primitive Times, and calls for a Reaſon 
why we muſt receive the one and reje& the 
other. And I take the Reaſon to be, that 
they were not offered i in like Manner to pub- 8 
lick Examination. Their Enemies durſt not 
attempt a free Inquiry like the Dr.'s, leſt it 


ſhould have ended in a Reflection on their 


own Cauſe. The Court, which no Doubt 


x 2 was ſatisfied of the Fraud, choſe. rather to 


proceed by Way of Authority than of Argu- 
ment, leſt that Method ſhould be carried too 
far, and a like publick Examination might be 
demanded of thoſe Miracles, which were 
wrought 1 in Favour of received Doctrines. If 
Pretenſions of this Sort were allowed to be 
” detected, who knew Where it might end? 
And therefore the Court took the moſt pru- 
7 dent Method, that could be taken, in a Coun- 
try where Superſtition is eftabliſhed, and im- 
5 plicit Faith required. The Adverfaries of the 
Janſeniſis were forced to make them this prin- 
cipal Conceſſion. and argue with them Upon 


this 


1331 
this Suppoſition, that miraculous Powers ſtill 
continued in the Church. But the Heathens 
were under no ſuch Reſtraint from their own 
Principles, but were at Liberty to examine 
freely, and often objected chiefly the Inpoſ- 
ſibility of the Facts. Whereas by the Dr. 's 
ovyn Account, a Proteſtant, who could think 
and judge freely, having examined the Merits 
of that Cauſe, was of Opinion that the Facts 
alledged in the Caſe of the Abbe de Paris, might 


All be accounted for without the Suppoſition 5 


of a Miracle. Upon the Whole, I make no 
Doubt, that if the Miracles of that Abbe had 
been wrought and propoſed to Examination 
here in England, they would have been de- 
tected, and his Followers have come to Same 
and to nothing, like thoſe of the French Pro- - 
|  phets; whereas the Miracles of the primitive 
Church would even here have kept their 
Ground upon Examination ; for they did do | 
ſo, when they were ſurrounded with as in- 
auiſitive and ſagacious Infidels as thoſe of our 
Days; not having the Advantage that the Jan- 
ſeniſes had of Superſtitions Oppoſers to deat 
with. I foreſee it will be ſaid, that one par- 
ttſcular Infidel at leaſt owned himſelf converted 
by the Miracles of the Abbe de Paris, but had 
he had more unbelieving Aſſociates, v ho had 
5 | dared 
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dared to examine the Matter freely, he had 


probably ſtood in Need of better Arguments 
to work his Converſion. 


It may not be i improper to add, that where- 


as Dr. M. fays, © a weak Man can hard- 
er ly make any Report that is credible of 
& ſuch Events as are miraculous, tho he may 


© atteſt common Events as credibly as the 


„ Wiſeſt,“ this Diſtinction may well be called nth 
in Queſtion. For a ſupernatural Event may 
be as much a plain Object of Senſe as a na- 
fural one. © a Man be cured. at once, by a 
Word, of an inveterate Diſeaſe, this falls as 
g directly under the Cognizance of his Senſes, 7 - 
and may be as credibly reported by this ſap= 
poſed weak Witneſs, as if he had been re- 
covered by a long Application of Medicines. 
The Certainty of the Miracle in ſuch Caſes _ 
depends not on the Judgment but the Honeſiy 
of the Relator; nay, according to another Part 
of the Dr.'s Argument, his Want of Judg- _ 


ment or Skill ought to render his Teſtimony 


-” the leſs ſuſpicious. | ; In Truth, the Sincerity of 


the Witneſs is principally to be conſidered 
with reſpect to Him. The Article of Judgment 
is chiefly neceſſary in Zhoſe, to whoſe Aﬀent 
the Miracle is propoſed. Whether the Fact 
be really miraculous, we may perhaps deter- 
mine 


es. 
uſes 
% 
bart 
dg- 
red 


nent 


ent that they in Earneſt believed theſe Things 
"ack 
ter- 


Une 
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mine better than the Witneſs, but the Truth 


of it muſt reſt on his Teſtimony. Whether it 


can be accounted for in a natural Way, and 
whether the Cauſe be probably worthy " = om 
ſupernatural Interpoſition, deſerves indeed to 
be conſidered ; and if the former thould ap- 
pear in the negative and the latter in the . 
 firmative, then a plain honeſt Man, who muſt 
know the Truth of what he aſſerted, and who 
could have no private Intereſt in his own Aſ- 
1 ſertion, may be a very credible Witneſs 1 in the 
Caſe of a Miracle. 
1 Now. before the Civil Eſtabliihment of 5 
7 Chriſtianity | it cannot ſurely be ſuggeſted, that 
there was any private View in the Atteſtation | 
of Miracles. Nothing could then tempt a a 
Man to undertake the Profeſſion of this Reli- 
= Sion but a ſtrong Conviction of the Truth of 
= and if this was true, then all Falſhood was 
foidden by it under the ſevereſt Penalties ” 
the other World. Unleſs therefore the pri- 
mitive Writers can be ſuppoſed to ruin them- 
ſelves wilfully both here and her cafter, they ß 
muſt be confeſſed ſincere in their Atteftation” 
f miraculous Powers, and it muſt be owned 


85 themſelves. Now theſe Things were of ſuch : 
* Nature, that they could not be deceived in 
5 „ them. 
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them. When Trenzus. ſaid, that ec all Who 
« were truly Diſciples of Jeſus, worked Mi- 
e racles in his Name,” this included himſelf” 
as well as others, and he muſt be either a wil- 
ful Liar, or an unexceptionable Witneſs of the 
Fact. The ſame Reflection is applicable to 
the remaining Witneſſes, and their Unanimity 
in their e is 4: | frong Confirmation, 


5 of it. 
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0 We were wan deed: at - firſt oreat B 

:  ceptions againſt the Integrity of theſe primi- 
tive Writers. We were told that it ſhould 
be proved, that 5 they were extremely cre- 

5 25 dulous and ſuperſtitious, and that they : 

. We ſcrupled no Art or Means by which. they 

might propagate their Principles.“ But 


how has this Proof been maintained? Why 3 


the Dr. in attempting to ſhew ſome of their 
MM. Hales, has betrayed many of his own; and 


285 has not been able to make good the Charge 5 


. REI 7 


— — 


* 


— 2 - Pg 


of a w! Id Folſhood in any one Inſtance againſt 


a ſi ngle Man of them, at leaſt not of thaſs,” 43 


who wrote before the Civil Eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, whoſe Credit alone I am con- 


cerned to defend. It is not neceſſary to vin- | 
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_ - dicate each. particular Story of the Alter- 5 
Ho Writers, in Maintenance of the gener. ral Credit 


5 due to che e, 7 7 'athers, who alſure us, that 
2s aculous Z 
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miraculous Powers continued among them: 
If theſe ſubſequent Relations will not bear 
Examination, let them freely be given up. 
But let it be remembred, that Lying for the 
Cauſe of Truth was no Doctrine or Practice 
among the perſecuted Chriſtians. Such Me- 
thods began not to gain Ground till Proſperity 
had corrupted the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, 
and much altered them from the Simplicity 
and Integrity of their Predeceſſors. If Tokens 
of ſuch Prevarication ſoon afterwards appear, 
- Objectors make the moſt of the Conceſ- 
. ſion, but it affects not their Characters, « on 
Whoſe Teſtimony we believe the Continuance 
of miraculous Powers after the Days of the 
Apoſtles. Notwithſtanding Dr. M.s frequent 
and uncharitable Inſinuations of Inclinations 
to Popery, and his Gueſs at the real Sentiments 
of his Oppoſers, (p. 226.) they will be read, 
I doubt not, to declare againſt all real Super- 
 fricion, tho' not what he may call ſo ; and will 
_ diſclaim with Sincerity and Eameltacſs his 
 Irmputation of © being as little ſcrupulous 
N=: about the modern as the ancient Miracles 
e e the Church, or of being diſpoſed e pa 
s tiently to admit them all.” But in order to 
| caſt a ſevere Reflection at once on them and on 


the primitive Writers, he adds chat « this would 
1 
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« be moſt cable to that Rule, which 18 
preſcribed by their primitive Guides, that 
the true Diſciples of Chriſt have nothing 
« more to do with Curigſity or Inquiry, but when 
if they once become Believers, their ſole Buſi meſs 
*© 7s to believe on. The Citation is from Ter- 
tullian. Nobis Crit tate non opus of foft l- 
Jum Chriſium, nec Inquiſitione poſt Evangelium. 


Cum credimus, nibil deſideramus ultra credere. 


(de Præſcr. Heret. F. 8.) Now if Nihil delide- 


La 


** 


d 


ramus ultra creder 'e means that their ſole Bilſi- _ 


neſs 7s to believe on, then I muſt go to School 

again, for I thought it had meant directly the 
contrary, that they had no Occaſic on to believe 
_anyT, hing farther. * appears to me, that it 
Was intended as a Caution againſt making any 


Addition to the Faith of the Goſpel. He had 


been ſpeaking before of thoſe, who troubled 


themſelves with vain Inquiries, which it was 
not Pafible or not material to anſwer, and then 
| obſerves in the Words referred to that Chri- 
e ſtjans had no Occaſion to indulge their Cu- 
1 © riofity or engage in Inquiries of that Kind, 
4 for that when once they had attained to 
To the Belief of the Goſpel, they had no Oc- 
« cafion to believe any Thing farther.” He 
adds the Reaſon in the very next Sentence. 
ee For this i is one e of the firſt Articles of our 
Ea Belief, 


[ 139 } 


a] Belief, that it contains all T hings neceſſary 


c to be believed.” Hoc enim prius credimus, 
 mihill offe quod ultra credere debeamus. And 
now let thoſe, who are ſo diſpoſed, believe on 
in the Dr. but thoſe, who come without 
Prepoſſcſſions to the Inquiry, will, I hope, 
examine all the original Paſſages themſelves, 
and not give implicit Faith to any Authority 
ancient or modern. If there are any, who 
diſcourage free Inquiries, 1 think they are 
much to blame, but let them only bear the 
Blame; and let not undiſtinguiſhing Reflecti- 
ons be caſt on all who defire to contend car- 
i neftly for the Faith which was once delivered 
into the Saints. Reaſon under the Direction 
of Revelation will be a ſure Guide, and we 
may avoid the vain Follies of Super/tition with- 


out plunging into the endleſs Mazes of Sceptt- 


iir. 


5 by any thing which ſeemed material to his 


Argument. "Ove. me Leave now briefly 6 
. recapitulate what has been offered, and to ob- 
ſerve how much he has fail'd under every 2 


go Head propoſed and aſſerted by him. 
His firſt Obſervation was, that all the Abofe. 


ralical Fathers were /i/crt on the Subject of 


S 2 eee Miracles, 


I have now gone through the Whole if the 
5 8 Inquiry, and "have not wilfully paſſed 


[190] 


Miracles, and that this their Silence was a 
Proof that no ſuch Miracles then ſubſiſted. 


have endeavoured on the contrary to mer | 


that there are plain References in thoſe Wri- 


ters to miraculous Powers; and that if there 
had not, the Inference from their Silence would : 


| hold much ſtronger on the other Side; for 
that they could not have failed to have men- 


tioned ſuch a remarkable Ceſſation of thoſe 7 * 


Gifts all at once, if it had really happened. 
His ſecond Argument againſt theſe Mira- 


- is was the Meanneſs of the Perſons by 


whom they were ſaid to be wrought, which 
| he fays were the loweſt and moſt OY: 
of the People. I have ſhewn that this is a 


1 Miſrepreſentation, that miraculous Gifts a 1 
not aſcribed to them exclufrue of others, that 
| though they were ſometimes par ticularly men- TK 
tioned, as in them the Argument appeared in 
the rongeſt Light ; yet that from other Paſe -- 


lages it is plain that their Superiors and Go- 
vernors were equally favoured with them. 
lis third Argument was from the Charac- 


ET ter of the primitive Writers, whoſe Teſtimony 5 


—_ he thinks unworthy of Credit in this Inſtance, = 


becauſe in his Opinion they have falſified in 


others. He fingled out indeed for this Charge . 


: of Falſification but two of the many Who 
— | bear 


[wa]. 


begs Witneſs to the Frequency of theſe Mirae 
|| culous Gifts; and I have offered Reaſons to 
ſſmhew that he has grofly failed in the Support 


of this Charge againſt them. No wilful 


. Fraud has been proved againſt them; and if 


lere had, much Work would ſtill have re- 
mained behind, to ſhew the ſame of the Reſt, 
Miſtakes prove nothing in the preſent Queſtion, | 
or if they did, the Dr. would no longer be a 
N formidable Adrery to the Fathers. 
A Review of the ſeveral miraculous Gifts 
was to ſupply a fourth Argument againſt =: 
Reality of them. Some of theſe, he argues, 


were diſproved by the Effect, namely, their 


13 Want of Succeſs in the Converſion of the 


Heathen World: Others he thinks were over- 


thrown by contrary Teſtimonies expreſſing « OE 


+ implying the Ceſſation of them: Others he 


accounts for in a natural Way ; ; and many he 


thinks unworthy a Divine Interpoſition. + 


have endeavoured to obviate each of theſe 
Buggeſtions, and to ſhew that theie Gifts 


were frequently efficacious, uniformly con- 


ſiſtent, really ſupernatural, and. ſufficiently ES — 
important: And that the Defence of every 


particular Story i is a-Point very different from 


3 the Support of the general Queſtion. Let 


each of theſe ſtand or fall by the Evidence 
attending 


tw] 


: attending it it; but let it be felhembikea that 
Impoſtures, had never prevailed, if the Cer- 


tainty of ſome ſupernatural Interpoſitions „ | 


not prepared the Way for their Reception. : 
The laſt Part of his Per formance is to 6. 
viate. the Oljections againſt his Scheme, thoſe 
Do particularly arifing from the Injury done 
ttzhereby to the Authority of the New Teſta- 
ment, from the publick Appeal and Challenge 
of the Chriſtian Apologiſts; from the un- 


queſtionable Piety of the primitive Mar yrs, 


and from the Danger of overturning che Faith 
A of Hiſtory. Theſe I have endeavoured to re- 


ſtore to their full Force, and to ſhew that his 


Evaſions have not overthrown them. Though 


By he has offered ſomewhat by way of Amuſe- 


ment againſt theſe Objections, yet in Reality | 
the chief Weight of them 1s allowed by him- 
ſelf, and his attempted Anſwer to ſome Parts 5 


of them has been ſhewn to be inſufficient.” ; 
| ſhall detain you no longer, but ſhall readily 55 


ſubmit the Validity of the Dr. $ Per formance, = 
or of theſe. Remarks upon it, to YOUT 1 moſt 
| impartial „ e 5 


. 8 nd ann, Ke. 


N 


— 


